Administration of God’s
Plan of Salvation
During the Millennnium






Administration of God’s
Plan of Salvation
During the Milennium

By Robert G. Theophilus



THIS BOOKLET IS NOT TO BE SOLD.
The information provided is for the
benefit of former members of the con-
gregations of the Worldwide Church
of God (WCG), and of current and pro-
spective members of God’s Church.

© 2021 All rights reserved
Printed in Canada



How will God administer His plan of
salvation during the Millennium?
Will it be in a very different way than
how He has been doing it since the
day of Pentecost? Will God change
human nature so that man will
become more obedient? See what the
Bible has to say on this matter.






Preamble

Please Note: All comments in brackets [ ] or in parentheses () as well as
highlighted text (bolded and/or in blue) are from the author of this study.
Bible quotations are in maroon.

we begin this study. If we say that who or what is the “Holy Spirit”

is the question that needs to be answered, we are starting from the
assumption that there exists such a being as the Holy Spirit and that it
is a separate and distinct being from God and the Word. The question
which should be asked is who are the beings the Bible tell us are holy,
whose composition is spirit and who have existed eternally? Either the
Bible plainly tells us who are the separate and distinct beings that existed
from all eternity who created all things (spirit beings and the material
universe) or we have no way of getting an answer to our question.

I think it is essential to clarify the question of the “Holy Spirit” before

The Holy Spirits of the God Family
The Bible tells us in Gen 1:1 that:

Gen 1:1 In the beginning God created the heaven and the
earth.

The Hebrew word translated “God” is “Eloheem” which is the plural form
of “Eloah which means “God”. The word “Eloheem” refers to “gods.” It
is a uniplural noun like family, group, team, etc. In the beginning, there
was therefore more than one God being in existence but how many were
there?

Joh 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God.

Joh 1:2 The same was in the beginning with God.
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Joh 1:3 All things were made by him; and without him was not
any thing made that was made.

In the beginning when God created the heaven and the earth there was
God and there was another being with God who was also God, the Word.
How can these two beings both be God; isn’t that impossible?

The word God indicates the kind of existence of these 2 beings: their na-
ture is to be God in the same way that all human beings have the same
human nature. However, having the same nature does not mean that all
human beings constitute a single being; indeed, they are all separate and
distinct beings with their own personalities. God and the Word have in
common the same nature or, level and type of existence, but they are
separate and distinct beings just like all human beings who have the same
human nature are separate and distinct beings.

God the Father

We read in the Bible that God became a father when the Word became
flesh (Php 2:5-8) by being born of woman after having been conceived in
the virgin Mary by the holy spirit being called God (Luke 1:35). God from
that point on became God the Father and the Word, who was born as the
flesh-and-blood Jesus of Nazareth became God’s Son or the Son of God.
He was both fully God (his father was God and fully human (his mother
was the virgin Mary).

Jesus was God the Father’s only begotten son at the time when He was
conceived in Mary’s womb but He was not to be the only one begotten
of the Father. God the Father is the holy spirit being in the Godhead that
calls men to salvation.

Joh 6:44 No man can come to me, except the Father which hath
sent me draw him: and | will raise him up at the last day.

Joh 6:65 And he said, Therefore said | unto you, that no man
can come unto me, except it were given unto him of my Father.

Joh 18:9 That the saying might be fulfilled, which he spake, Of
them which thou [God the Father] gavest me have | lost none.

1Pe 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again
unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead,
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God the Word and Spokesman

The Bible term for being called is to be spiritually begotten by God the
Father (1Pe 1:3). When we are begotten, we become a spiritual embryo
that can be born again as a glorified spirit being with eternal life. Those
begotten of the holy spirit God the Father who follow their calling are
then able to come to the holy spirit being called the Word and Spokesman
(John 6:44; 65; 18:9) who then teaches them. The glorified Jesus-Christ as
God the Father’s Word and Spokesman is the holy spirit being that works
in the minds of God the Father’s called and chosen ones.

Joh 7:39 (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe
on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given;
because that Jesus was not yet glorified.)

Jesus had to first be glorified for it to be possible for Christians to have
access to the holy spirit called the Word and Spokesman because the glo-
rified Christ is the holy spirit being who works in the minds of God’s saints
(John 14:17) in the same way that Satan is the evil spirit that works in the
minds of the children of disobedience (Eph2:2).

Joh 14:17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot
receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye
know him; for he [Christ] dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.
[On the day of Pentecost, it would be in them and in all true
Christians.]

Eph 2:2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course
of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air,
[Satan] the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedi-
ence:

The holy spirit God the Father calls men and those who follow their calling
are then taught by the holy spirit called the Word and God the Father’s
Spokesman.

Joh 14:26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom
the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things,
and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever | have
said unto you.
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The Holy Ghost

The expression “Holy Ghost” used in the Bible is in error as there are no
ghosts in the Godhead but rather 2 beings that are holy (John 17:11; Isa
6:3) and spirit (John 4:24).

Joh 17:11 And now | am no more in the world, but these are in
the world, and | come to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine
own name those whom thou hast given me, that they may be
one, as we are.

Isa 6:3 And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is
the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory.

Joh 4:24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must wor-
ship him in spirit and in truth.

These 2 God beings who are holy and spirit are the holy spirit beings of
the God family who existed in the beginning at the creation of all things.

Joh 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God.

Joh 1:2 The same was in the beginning with God.

Joh 1:3 All things were made by him; and without him was not
any thing made that was made.

And, the Word who was with God is before all things i.e., nothing existed
before He created them whether made of spirit or matter.

Col 1:15 [Christ] Who is the image of the invisible God, the first-
born of every creature:

Col 1:16 For by him [the Word who became Jesus-Christ] were
all things

created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and in-
visible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities,
or powers: all things were created by him, and for him:

Col 1:17 And he is before all things, and by him all things con-
sist.

In the beginning before anything either physical or spiritual was creat-
ed, there was God and the Word who existed before all things and no
other being is mentioned as having existed with them. There is no bib-
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lical evidence that there ever existed a third, separate and distinct
personage in the Godhead called the “Holy Spirit” who dwelt in eternity
with God and the Word.

God is a Family

Throughout the Bible we can find many verses which clearly indicates the
existence of family relations between God and the Word and God’s called,
chosen and faithful.

Mat 11:27 All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and
no man knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither knoweth any
man the Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son
will reveal him.

Mat 12:50 For whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is
in heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, and mother.

Joh 20:17 Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for | am not yet
ascended to my Father: but o to my brethren, and say unto
them, | ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God,
and your God.

God is clearly a family in which many can be ultimately born again by a res-
urrection from the dead to eternal, glorified spirit life in God’s Kingdom.

Rom 8:29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate
to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he [God’s Son]
might be the firstborn among many brethren.

Col 1:18 And he [the glorified Christ] is the head of the body,
the church: who is the begnning, the firstborn from the dead;
that in all things he might have the preeminence.

Christ was the first to be born again by a resurrection from the dead to be
followed by many brethren.

Bible Writing Convention

The practice in the Bible has been to simply use the expression “the Holy
Spirit” without indicating which God personage in the Godhead the ex-
pression represents. Over time, because of this practice, just about ev-
erybody has come to believe that the Holy Spirit is a separate and distinct
God being in the Godhead but, there is no single verse or group of verses
in the Bible that prove the existence of such a third being in the Godhead.
The words “holy” and “spirit” are adjectives that describe the nature of
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God the Father and of God the Word i.e., they are holy beings made of
spirit.

Whenever we encounter the expressions the “Holy Spirit” or simply the
“Holy Spirit” in the Bible we must look at the context to determine of
which holy spirit being of the Godhead the Bible is talking about: the holy
spirit, God the Father or the holy spirit, the Word and Spokesman.

The Word is the holy spirit being in the Godhead who carries out the in-
structions and wishes of the holy spirit, God. He is the faithful son who
seeks to do his father’s will in all things. He is the member of the God
family that did the work of creating the heaven and the earth, who ruled
over ancient Israel through Moses and his human successors, He is the
one who became a man who suffered and died to be God the Father’s
perfect sacrifice for sin and make the salvation of mankind possible, etc.
and He came to reveal the Father to those who follow the Father’s calling.

Making Things Clearer

In this study, when referring to God’s spirit who, depending on the circum-
stances can be the holy spirit personage called God the Father or the holy
spirit personage called God the Word and Spokesman, | will not capitalize
either of the adjectives “holy” and “spirit”. This is in order to not perpet-
uate the false impression in the minds of readers that there is a 3rd being
in the Godhead called the “Holy Spirit.” Instead, | will refer to either of the
holy spirits in the God family as being God’s spirit without capitalizing the
word “spirit” to make it plain that we are not referring to a third God being
in the God family called the “Holy Spirit” but to one of the 2 God beings
in the Godhead.

God’s family is presently made up of 2 holy spirit beings to which are to
be added thousands and possibly millions of other holy spirit beings when
God’s plan of salvation for mankind has reached its end. The saints that
endure in the faith until the end of their natural human life, will be resur-
rected as individual holy spirit beings in God’s Kingdom when it is estab-
lished.

There are two studies which you can read regarding what is the “Holy
Spirit” and decide for yourself in light of the Bible-based evidence offered
if such a being exists in the Godhead. These studies are: What is the Holy
Spirit? Cliff Notes Version and Who or What is the Holy Spirit?



https://buildingonthefoundation.files.wordpress.com/2021/11/what-is-the-holy-spirit-cliff-notes-4.pdf
https://buildingonthefoundation.files.wordpress.com/2021/11/what-is-the-holy-spirit-cliff-notes-4.pdf
https://buildingonthefoundation.files.wordpress.com/2021/11/who-or-what-is-the-holy-spirit-5.pdf
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mankind will be administered and what role if any, Israel will play in

it during the Millennium and the Last Great Day. Will God wave a
magic wand of some kind and human nature suddenly and irreversibly
be changed to one of faithful obedience to God in all things and if not,
then how will salvation come to those living during the Millennium and
the Last Great Day?

I n this study we will explore how God’s master plan of salvation for

In order to get part of the answer we will examine what will be the sta-
tus and role of Israel as a nation in the world during the Millennium and
by extension during the Last Great Day and we will have to determine
the distinction that has to be maintained between that part of Israel
that will constitute God’s Church and that part which will still be Israel
but not God’s Church. There are some in Israel that will remain uncon-
verted, and this is how it has been since the foundation of God’s Church
and since the time God has been calling people out of the world; not
all called out ones follow their calling and not all those following their
calling remain converted. Israel and the Millennium will be no different.

We have been taught that the Millennium would be a time when all
men will be called by the holy spirit God the Father, most will follow
their calling and consequently, there would be a need to conduct a
massive re-education program to teach people the true values by which
they should all along have been living their lives. God’s first resurrection
saints as glorified spirit beings were to be the teachers that would teach
the nations that would massively convert but for a few exceptional indi-
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viduals. The result would be a new world, the world tomorrow where the
earth would have been restored by God to a Garden of Eden-like state and
where peace and prosperity would reign with spears being turned into
pruning hooks and swords into ploughshares.

Let’s examine together, patiently and with an open mind, whether the
Scriptures confirm or not this vision of the time of the Millennium.

A first point that needs to be made and understood before we get into
the meat of this study is what it means for Christians to build on the foun-
dation laid by Christ at His First Coming and whether it is something that
is optional. In other words, does God only require of Christians that they
acquire a certain amount of knowledge and then spend the rest of their
lives reviewing that same knowledge over and over and over again. Would
that be what God means when He tells us in multiple Scriptures that
Christians have to grow in knowledge and understanding and in the grace
of Christ?

It is easy to demonstrate, and it should be evident to long time Church
members to whom this study is principally addressed, that a Christian’s
life is to be one of growth in knowledge AND understanding, and in the
grace of Christ i.e., we should be trying to apply the truth that we have as
much as we possibly can to every aspect of our lives. Long term members
should be able to easily prove this out for themselves as this is not a new
teaching by any means. If as a long term member, you still are unable to
prove things out with your Bible then you have a big problem; hopefully,
that includes none of you reading this study.

Building on the Foundation

Mr. Armstrong restored, in part, the truths given the apostles. The church
because of the 1,260 years of persecution by the great false church of the
book of Revelation had been worn down and much of the original truth
given it by Jesus-Christ at the time of His First Coming was lost. What re-
mained was the knowledge of the Sabbath and a few other truths which
Mr. Armstrong (HWA) found being practiced by the exhausted remnant of
the Sardis Era when he came among them for a short while. They rejected
the truth given to HWA, they refused to hear him and closed their minds
to anything he had to say and to this day are at the same point in their
understanding of God’s truth as when HWA visited them.

This is a state of mind which is unfortunately very common among God’s
people, and which is contrary to what God says and that is that we are
to be able to prove all things from the pages of our Bible. We can do so
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because we know the foundational truth of the Bible so well that is it
impossible for us to be taken by the latest false doctrines coming from
the mouths of men seeking to deceive anybody and everybody they can
to get a following for themselves and make merchandise — a means
for them to make a living — out of those that they succeed in drawing
after them.

In Ephesians 4:14 God clearly tells all true Christians that they must
grow in knowledge and understanding to the point where they are no
longer children in knowledge and understanding of the truth; they have
matured from being babes-in-Christ when they were first converted to
being children-in-Christ on their way through constant study of the Bi-
ble (the holy spirit God the Word, speaks to us) and prayer (we speak
to God and thus are maintaining an ongoing lifelong conversation with
God) to becoming mature adult Christians.

Eph 4:14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to
and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the
sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in
wait to deceive;

In the congregations of the First Century Church when there existed a
true ministry, its responsibility was to help members to become spiritual
adults. However, because of persecution, the imprisonment and death
of some of its leaders and its eventual scattering into the wilderness to
avoid being exterminated by a great new false Christian Church, most
of the truth given the disciples by Christ was lost. There are no men
today who can honestly say they have absolute truth that no one can
question. The best that any man can be today is a student of the truth.
None of them have all or any great quantity of the foundational truth
given the early Church of God by the apostles and those they trained to
minister to those who became converted.

Mr. Armstrong gradually learned the truth he taught the Church and as
he progressed in knowledge and understanding, he has had at times to
change some of the things he had been preaching. Most notable was
the changing of the celebration of Pentecost from Monday to Sunday.
The Church had been teaching that Monday was the right day.

Mr. Armstrong said it was a sign of the true Church that it would change
when it was proven with the Scriptures that one of its comprehensions
had been in error. The world’s churches teachings are frozen in time
and the Scriptures are made to fit their beliefs rather than the Scrip-
tures being the means used to be continually putting their beliefs to
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the test and changing them when it becomes evident that a given under-
standing had been wrong. Additionally, the many false churches of God
which developed after the Worldwide Church of God (WCG) became part
of mainstream Christianity following the death of Mr. Armstrong its Pastor
General, are also stuck in a vicious circle repeating endlessly the doctrines
taught by the ministry of the WCG.

The Foundation

The process of growth in knowledge and understanding of the Bible is one
that continues to this day. The holy Bible contains all the truth of God but
not all of it is either known or understood. What was given the first centu-
ry Church by Christ was the foundation; NOT everything.

The disciples who became apostles on the Day of Pentecost were given
truth by Christ which Paul, who was not one of the original apostles but
who is an apostle nonetheless, calls “the foundation.”

1Co 3:10 According to the grace of God which is given unto me,
as a wise masterbuilder, | have laid the foundation, and another
buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth
thereupon.

Paul taught the congregations of his days, the truth which Christ had
given him and the other apostles; the foundational truths of God’s Church.
Those of God’s Church, everyman, are to be careful how they build on the
foundation of truth Christ gave them through Paul, and us today, through
Mr. Armstrong who restored part of the foundational truths to God’s Phil-
adelphia Era Church.]

1Co 3:11 For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid,
which is Jesus Christ.

The truth given by Christ to God’s Church is the one and only possible
foundation; no other teachings from whomever it may be can be part of
the foundation; it is the one and only sure base on which Christians are
to build.

1Co 3:12 Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver,
precious stones, wood, hay, stubble;

The men of which Paul is talking about here are truly converted members
of God'’s Church; the Bible does not speak to the world and Paul here was
addressing the Corinthian congregations of God’s Church. Paul gives out a
warning to those who are to build on the foundation; different individuals
will do so in ways that are compared to different quality material as a way
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of illustrating the spiritual quality of the things built on the foundation.

What would be built on the foundation of original truth given God’s
Church? Why, other truths that fit on the foundation i.e., that do not
undo the truths of the foundation itself. This is truth that are there for
individual Christians to discover as they speak to God in prayer and God
speaks to them as they study their Bible.

God has commanded Christians to grow in knowledge and understand-
ing of the truth and this from the time of their conversion until their
death. Having growth in knowledge and understanding is the lifeblood
of the spiritual embryos that are true Christians and which feeds and
keeps them alive and growing so as to be ready for their birth as glori-
fied spirit beings in the resurrection.

1Co 3:13 Every man’s work shall be made manifest: for the
day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and
the fire shall try every man’s work of what sort it is.

The quality of the material used in building non the foundation i.e., the
spiritual quality of the studies undertaken will be made evident by the
ability of what was built on the foundation to withstand the fire of God’s
truth which in the resurrection we will all know in its fullness. Truth
which is stubble, hay, and wood in spiritual quality will be consumed;
other truth which is precious stones, silver and gold will survive more
or less intact.

1Co 3:14 If any man’s work abide which he hath built there-
upon, he shall receive a reward.

If a Christian has had quality growth (precious stones, silver, gold) in
knowledge and understanding in this life, he will be rewarded in God’s
Kingdom for the time and energy he devoted to quality and in-depth
study of the Scriptures to come to a greater knowledge and understand-
ing of God'’s truth in obedience to God’s command to do so.

1Co 3:15 If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer
loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.

But, if any man’s work is consumed by the fire of God’s truth because
it was stubble, hay or wood in spiritual quality i.e., it did not really fit
on the foundation then this Christian will suffer loss i.e., of those things
which he thought were truth but were in fact not truth. However, and
this is very important for us all to notice, this Christian will be saved just
the same but he will be like a man who escaped from a burning house;
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he made it out with his life but he got burnt here and there and loss the
possessions he had in his house.

Notice that in all cases, the expectation is that Christians are to build on
the foundation and God reassures us all that if we make mistakes, we will
not lose our eternal lives as a result. All are encouraged to build which is
to say, to study and to have growth; none are encouraged to simply mem-
orize the foundational truths that we have and then spend the rest of their
lives reviewing them repeatedly. God commands growth and growth re-
quires effort and self-discipline in doing good quality Bible studies where
we use the truth given us as the tools to discover more truth which are
not part of the foundational truth restored in part to the Church by HWA.

Christians’ primary and most important relationship is with God the Fa-
ther and Jesus-Christ. It is an individual and personal relationship we
maintain all our lives through prayer and study. The source of our beliefs
is the Bible and our understanding of the truth is through God'’s holy spirit,
the Word (John 14:17) who is God the Father’s Spokesman (Heb 1:2) to
His called and chosen ones; NOT men.

Joh 14:17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot
receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye
know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.

Heb 1:2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son,
whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he
made the worlds;

Adding to the Foundation

How can we tell if something we have found is indeed truth that is build-
ing on the foundation? Well, Christ says there can be no other founda-
tion than the one He has laid; therefore, any truth we discover must not
undo any of the truth of the foundation. There are cases where we may
think what we have discovered doesn’t undo a foundational truth when
in fact it does but as explained this will not result in loss of salvation. The
key point here is that we do not realize that what we have uncovered is
undoing one or more truth of the foundation; we are not knowingly trying
to destroy one or more of the Church’s foundational truths. If we are not
being sincere then we are knowingly changing one or more foundational
truth which God clearly states no man should knowingly do then we are
placing ourselves in the position of losing our salvation.

Mr. Armstrong restored some of the foundational truths of God’s Church
given by Christ to the apostles, but Mr. Armstrong is only a man and it was
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possible for him to have made errors in what he taught and he said so
himself. He very often used to tell the whole congregation “Don’t believe
me, believe your Bible and if anything, | teach is proven wrong by the
Bible, follow the Bible; do not follow me.” All throughout his long min-
istry, Mr. Armstrong has had to make changes to what he taught as he
grew through constant in-depth study in knowledge and understanding
of the truth. He corrected errors he had made until the time of his death
and had he lived longer, he probably would have made more correc-
tions as he grew in his knowledge and understanding of the Bible. Were
he to be alive today, he would say as much himself.

Keeping an Open Mind

Mr. Armstrong always said that we are to have an open mind and to
carefully examine new truth that comes our way against the Bible to
ascertain whether it is supported by the Scriptures. Christians need to
keep an open mind so as not to shut out Christ who may be knocking at
their door wanting to give them more knowledge and understanding.
Mr. Armstrong went to Sardis who completely rejected all he had to say
no matter how fully proven from the pages of the Bible and to this day
they are stagnating with no growth in knowledge.

Jesus-Christ as a young man of thirty could come to any of the several
churches of God out there today teaching them truth fully supported
by the Scriptures and He would be thrown out just like He was when He
came to the religious leaders of Israel who were so sure they knew the
Scripture so well. These religious leaders would not allow a stranger,
someone who was not a part of their little group to have a voice; they
worked mercilessly at shutting Christ down and eventually decided that
it was expedient that He should die as He was causing too much trouble.
They would not listen and lost out big time as we would say today.

As long-term Christians we should have a solid grasp of those founda-
tional truth God’s Church has; the Bible should be a known quantity to
us; we should not still be struggling to understand what is its message,
to whom it is talking, etc. The Bible should not be a strange and myste-
rious book that we are still trying to understand; we should not be such
wobbly Christians that we fear that the least exposure to something
not written by Mr. Armstrong will cause us to fall away and lose our
salvation.

Mr. Armstrong should not be our criterion of truth as he told us all so
many times; the Bible is the criterion of truth, and we are to be able to
use it to prove the truth or falsity of whatever may come our way before
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simply rejecting it like the Pharisees and the congregation of the Sardis Era
Church that Mr. Armstrong visited.

God tells us what we should do and as usual the choice is left entirely up to
us. We can close our minds and spend our lives memorizing and rehears-
ing the truth given the Church by God through Mr. Armstrong and have no
growth or we can build on the foundation as God commands us to do. This
means that we have to step out of our comfort zone and do the harder
work of proving things out for ourselves as we should have been doing all
along since the time of our calling and getting involved in regular, quality,
attentive and in-depth study of the Bible itself, not of books written by
men about what the Bible says, but of the Bible itself.

Rewarded According to our Works

When someone is called, the holy spirit, God the Father opens his mind
to understand some of the truth of the Bible as much as is needed for the
person to be brought to the point where he realizes that God exists and
that he must make up his mind to either submit to God’s rule in his life
or go back into the world. This information is freely given to those God is
calling to make it possible for them, for the first time, to realize the exis-
tence of God. If the person follows their calling and becomes part of God’s
Church he is then taught all things by the holy spirit God the Word and
Spokesman to God the Father’s called and chosen ones.

Joh 14:26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom
the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things,
and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever | have
said unto you.

While being called, the newcomer to the faith was given understanding
by the holy spirit God the Father and this didn’t require much if any work
on his part but after having accepted God’s calling, the new Christian’s
work is to, by his own efforts, grow in knowledge and understanding of
the Scriptures.

He has to become a mature Christian who has been weaned from the milk
of the Word (Isa 28:9) and who has become skillful in the use of the Scrip-
tures (Heb 5:13), growth in knowledge and understanding of God’s truth
will now be because of the work done by the new convert.

Isa 28:9 Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he
make to understand doctrine? them that are weaned from the
milk, and drawn from the breasts.
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Heb 5:13 For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word
of righteousness: for he is a babe.

We are rewarded according to our works and not the works of others.
Initially, we are given enough knowledge for us to be able to decide
whether we will or not follow God’s calling. On following our calling we
then become responsible for building on the foundation as Paul tells us
(1Cor 3:10); it is not something others can do for us, it is something we
must do for ourselves. We don’t have it all but we must build on the fun-
damental truths that we do have.

1Co 3:10 According to the grace of God which is given unto me,
as a wise masterbuilder, | have laid the foundation, and another
buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth
thereupon.

Christ said that He would manifest Himself to the disciples and their spiri-
tual descendants (John 14:21-22); He would do so by the Comforter which
the holy spirit God the Father would send in His name after Christ’s ascen-
sion back to His Father.

Joh 14:21 He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them,
he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of
my Father, and | will love him, and will manifest myself to him.

Joh 14:22 Judas saith unto him, not Iscariot, Lord, how is it that
thou wilt manifest thyself unto us, and not unto the world?

The Comforter, the holy spirit God the Word and Spokesman, would bring
all things back to the disciples’ remembrance (the foundational truths
Christ had given them) and it would teach them (and their spiritual de-
scendants: Christians through the centuries) all things (John 14:26).

Joh 14:26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom
the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things,
and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever | have
said unto you.

True Christians are to grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus-Christ
(2nd Pet 3:18) and this they do by studying their Bible (2nd Tim. 2:15).

2Pe 3:18 But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever.
Amen.
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2Ti 2:15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a work-
man that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the
word of truth.

A lot of the book of Proverbs is about getting knowledge and under-
standing of God'’s truth (Prov 9:10) as are the Psalms.

Pro 9:10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom:
and the knowledge of the holy is understanding.

You only have knowledge of the holy if you have understanding. The
world can have knowledge but it has no understanding which is by the
holy spirits of the Godhead.

Getting knowledge and understanding as a mature Christian requires
work; mature Christians are drawn from the breasts and must eat on
their own; if they are unable to do so, it is simply because they are still
not weaned and have a milk level understanding of the Scriptures and
are therefore unskillful (Heb 5:13) in using the Scriptures to grow in
knowledge and understanding.

Heb 5:13 For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the
word of righteousness: for he is a babe.

Being rewarded according to our works explains quite well the prob-
lem facing those who do have growth in knowledge and understand-
ing as a result of their works i.e., their continuing attentive study of the
Scriptures. They are rewarded by more knowledge and understanding
but which unfortunately and very often, cannot be shared with other
Christians who have not been studying their Bible. The fruits of knowl-
edge and understanding they have gotten from their works are rejected
by those who are not doing much studying or who have no works. The
growth in knowledge and understanding received from building on the
foundation is strong meat which cannot be taken in or digested by those
who are still not drawn from the breasts and can only absorb milk; they
are still babes-in-Christ.

It is a bit like trying to explain God’s truth to an unbeliever; to someone
whom God has not called; he doesn’t have the mind to understand it
and right away rejects it. In the same way, the true Christian which has
yet to master those foundational truth God’s Church has. He is unable to
absorb truth that builds on the foundation, and it is largely futile to try
to give it to them. They are like babies still unable to eat solid food and if
you try giving it to them, they choke on it.
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And so it is that truth that builds on those foundational truth we have is
not something which can be shared with spiritually immature Christians
any more than God’s truth can be shared with the world. Having a great-
er understanding of the truth of God is the reward of those who have
been knocking, seeking, hungering and thirsting for truth and it cannot be
shared with those who do not have the same appetite or interest even if
they are true Christians. They have decided to hide their talent from fear
of losing it; they will not engage in spiritual fellowship nor are they ready
and willing to prove things out with their Bible (Acts 17:10-11); they are
Matt 25: 24-30 Christians.

Act 17:10 And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and
Silas by night unto Berea: who coming thither went into the
synagogue of the Jews.

Act 17:11 These were more noble than those in Thessalonica,
in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and
searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.

Mat 25:24 Then he which had received the one talent came
and said, Lord, | knew thee that thou art an hard man, reaping
where thou hast not sown, and gathering where thou hast not
strawed:

Mat 25:25 And | was afraid, and went and hid thy talent in the
earth: lo, there thou hast that is thine.

Mat 25:26 His lord answered and said unto him, Thou wicked
and slothful servant, thou knewest that | reap where | sowed
not, and gather where | have not strawed:

Mat 25:27 Thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to
the exchangers, and then at my coming | should have received
mine own with usury.

Mat 25:28 Take therefore the talent from him, and give it unto
him which hath ten talents.

Mat 25:29 For unto every one that hath shall be given, and he
shall have abundance: but from him that hath not shall be taken
away even that which he hath.

Mat 25:30 And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer dark-
ness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
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Increased knowledge and understanding of God’s truth is God’s special
reward to those who are studying and praying and who continue to have
a keen interest in deepening their understanding of the Scriptures. Hope-
fully, you are part of that group and if not, that you will decide to get
going on a program of regular and in-depth Bible study. And, if you are
still struggling with the fundamentals of God’s Church, that you will reso-
lutely decide to master them.

Christ said He would manifest Himself to true Christians through the
Comforter that the Father would send i.e., the holy spirit God the Word
and Spokesman and that He would teach them all things.

Joh 14:26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, [spirit]
whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all
things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever |
have said unto you.

In other words, Christ would manifest Himself to true Christians not by
appearing to them in a non-scary way and have a coffee with them as
they discuss the meaning of the Scriptures; rather, He would give them
more understanding of the Scriptures as God the Father’s Spokesman to
God the Father’s called and chosen ones because of their continued atti-
tude of obedience to God the Father in all things (Acts 5:32).

Act 5:32 And we are his witnesses of these things; and so is
also the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them that obey
him.

Is Christ manifesting Himself to you?

Have you grown past the milk of the Word and have you become able to
dine on the meat of the Word or are you still at the breast and every time
meat is offered, you choke on it?

Before we get into the focus of this study, | would like to review some of
the common ways of thinking people use which lead to major mistakes
in understanding when they read the Bible. One of them, and it is one
of which we have all used at one time or another, is to generalize and
assume things based on our current knowledge and understanding and
interpret what we read to fit our assumptions but the Bible is written
with great precision which means that we need to be very careful and
precise — if you don’t know the exact meaning of a word, you need to
look it up every time — in our analysis of the words used in the Bible.

We will look at those common errors because they have led to signifi-
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cant misunderstandings of the Millennium and of the Last Great Day and
hopefully, it will help you to understand why what we have been taught
by the ministry, in many respects, is simply not consistent with how God
is proceeding to work out His great master plan of salvation for mankind.

In fact, there is no real difference during the Millennium and the Last
Great Day with the method that has been in use since the foundation of
God’s New Testament Church on the day of Pentecost. The only major
difference is that all will be called by God the Father. However, it does not
follow, and here is where the train jumps the track, that all those called
will be chosen, become converted, and ardent followers of God’s truth
until the end of their natural lives.

This is the way it has been from the beginning.

As Christ clearly and plainly tells us “....many are called but few are cho-
sen...” (Matt 22:14) but what seems to be the general understanding in
the Church of the meaning of this verse is that if you’re called then you are
part of God’s Church and part of the saved. One needs to be called, chosen
AND faithful to be saved and to be part of God’s Church. This misconcep-
tion of the meaning of what it means to be called is one of the most com-
mon error in understanding that has led to a massive misunderstanding of
how the Millennium and the Last Great Day will unfold.

Bible Reading Pitfalls

The biggest impediments to correctly understanding the Bible has been
to not know and understand the big picture of what the Bible is all about
which thankfully Mr. Armstrong did give us and, not to know and under-
stand a few great principles that are constant from Genesis to Revelation
which Christ plainly gives us, but which were somehow not applied by the
ministry. This has led to all sorts of unintentional misinterpretations of the
Scriptures especially with respect to the Millennium and by extension, of
the Last Great Day.

As we know, words usually have more than one meaning and in everyday
conversation, certain meanings become dominant and, in people’s minds,
this dominant meaning becomes the only meaning. The Bible is written
with great precision and words are not as loosely used as when we are
talking to each other.

Repentance

For example, the word repentance has different possible meanings de-
pending on the context in which it is used. To the world’s religions and for
most of God’s Church “repentance” has always meant and can only ever



14 Salvation During the Millennium

mean, to stop sinning. But this is not always the case, we can repent of
an activity which is not sin; we have simply decided not to engage in it
anymore like for example sleeping late in the morning. Sleeping late in
the morning is not a sin; stopping my habit of doing so is repentance
and | can say, that | repented from sleeping late in the morning and here
my repentance has nothing to do with ceasing to sin.

The Bible says that it repented God that he had created humanity
(Gen 6:6); had God somehow sinned?

Gen 6:6 And it repented the LORD that he had made man on
the earth, and it grieved him at his heart.

The subject of the different meanings of repentance has been exten-
sively covered in a study on this site which you can read at the following
hyperlink: What was Job’s Self-Righteousness?

Words can and often do have more than one possible meaning and
meanings can vary with the context which, can and often does, change
the connotation of the word. God “repented” but God’s repentance was
not of sin and the context makes it clear that God’s repentance has the
connotation that He was sorry, He regretted that He had created man-
kind seeing how their thoughts were evil continually.

Gen 6:5 And GOD saw that the wickedness of man was great
in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his
heart was only evil continually.

Gen 6:6 And it repented the LORD that he had made man on
the earth, and it grieved him at his heart.

The Hebrew word translated “repentance” in Gen 6:6 is: nacham (naw-
kham’) which is defined in the following way: “A primitive root; properly
to sigh, that is, breathe strongly; by implication to be sorry, that is, (in
a favorable sense) to pity, console or (reflexively) rue; or (unfavorably)
to avenge (oneself): — comfort (self), ease [one’s self], repent (-er, -ing,
self).” (Strong’s Hebrew and Greek Dictionaries)

The meaning of the word “rue” is: 1. to feel sorrow over; regret bitterly
and : 2. to wish that (something) had never been done, taken place, etc.
(www.Dictionary.com)

Putting all this information together gives us the correct understanding
of what was God’s repentance in that particular verse, and it was not
that He had sinned and had decided from that point on to no longer sin.
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As we should all be able to readily see, it is vitally important that we
take the time to examine words in their context and to look up the
different possible meanings of words to make sure we are getting the cor-
rect meaning given the context so that we can be sure we are correctly
understanding what is being said. We must refrain from generalizing based
on our often limited understanding of the meaning of words. All of us, we
must spend more time looking up words in our dictionary and looking up
the meaning of Hebrew and Greek words as necessary.

Having the correct understanding of words is important but we also need
to fully realize and not forget that the understanding of the spiritual truth
of the Bible comes from having the holy spirit, God the Word dwelling
in us. Understanding it is not something that can be obtained by using
dictionaries, lexicons, etc. If it were possible to understand the spiritual
truth of God using dictionaries and lexicons, then mankind would have
done so a long time ago.

The Millennium

Another source of error about what will occur during the Millennium is
to assume that any time anything good happens during the Millennium is
because of conversion i.e., that the reason for there being peace, security
and prosperity is because of either individuals or nations having become
converted. The Bible states the nations will not be eager to engage in war
during the Millennium (Isa 2:4; Mic 4:3) but will it be because of their
having become converted?

Isa 2:4 And he shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke
many people: and they shall beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up
sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.

Mic 4:3 And he shall judge among many people, and rebuke
strong nations afar off; and they shall beat their swords into
plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not
lift up a sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any
more.

As we go through this study, you will hopefully come to understand that
there are other reasons why the nations will not be quick to go to war
against each other or Israel and that it has nothing to do with conversion.
For a detailed study of the conversion process see the following study at
this hyperlink: Mass Conversion of the Nations during the Millennium?
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Israel Will be Saved

Another way in which people assume things is to take those verses in
which God says Israel will be redeemed and its sins forgiven and then
proceed to think that all members of the nations of Israel during the
Millennium will be converted and living lives of eager obedience to God.
They also think that with the holy spirit God the Father calling all men
to salvation (Joel 2:28) that there will be a mass conversion of the na-
tions which is what will make the Millennium like heaven on earth on
a planet which God will have restored to Garden of Eden-like beauty
and everybody will live happily ever after except for a few incorrigibly
wicked who will suffer the second death.

Joe 2:28 And it shall come to pass afterward, that | will pour
out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters
shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young
men shall see visions:

This vision then becomes the theme, framework, and general back-
ground against which Scriptures about the Millennium are read and it
leads to very significant errors in understanding.

The Conversion of Physical Israel

One final point | would like to mention, and which is something that
many seem to have forgotten and that is the role of Israel during the
Millennium and the Last Great Day. It can be proven from the pages
of your Bible that the remnant of the modern-day nations constituting
Israel will return from their scattering among the gentile nations and
will be resettled in the Promised Land which is called Palestine in our
days. There, they will undergo a 3 Y%-year period of teaching by Christ
who is to confirm with them the covenant (Dan 9:27).

Dan 9:27 And he shall confirm the covenant with many for
one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the
sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspread-
ing of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the
consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon
the desolate.

His ministry was cut off after 3 1/2 years when He died on the stake and
there remains another 3 1/2 years of His ministry to Israel that has to
be accomplished.

This will be the time of the beginning of Israel’s calling (Rom 11: 25-27).
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Rom 11:25 For | would not, brethren, that ye should be igno-
rant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits;
that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of
the Gentiles be come in.

Rom 11:26 And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There
shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungod-
liness from Jacob:

Ancient Israel will be called in the 2nd resurrection of the Last Great Day
and those born in the nation of Israel during the Millennium will also be
called. At the end of Christ’s 3 -year ministry, those of the remnant of
the end-time nations constituting Israel that returned from its scattering
among the Gentile nations who choose to follow their calling (not all of
them will) will make the New Covenant with Christ and become part of
God’s Church.

This will also be the time of the calling of individuals from all nations but
again, not all of those called out are chosen because many will make the
decision to remain in the world and God will respect their decision. As for
those who commit themselves to a life of obedience to God (they are the
chosen), not all will remain converted (Matt 7:13) as has been the case
since the foundation of God’s New Testament Spirit-begotten Church.

Mat 7:13 Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and
broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there
be which go in thereat:

Being called, chosen, and getting on the road to conversion is no guaranty
of salvation. Those that are saved are those that are called, chosen and
faithful unto the end of their lives (Rev 17:14).

Rev 17:14 These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb
shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings:
and they that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful.

Let’s now get going with this study by examining a Scripture that will be
familiar to most of you and which was often used during the Feast of
Tabernacles.

The Times of Restitution of All Things

At the time of Christ’s First Coming, He came to Israel, among other things,
to teach those that would constitute the foundation of the holy spirit God
the Father’s New Testament Spirit-begotten Church.
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A word of caution is needed here; God’s Church for most of its exis-
tence has been small and invisible to the world existing in individuals
and small groups scattered all over the world. All of its members are
taught by the holy spirits God the Father and God the Word.

When Christ’s 2nd Coming occurs, all those who converted (and who
stayed converted until the time of their death) from Adam and Eve to
the time of Christ’s 2nd Coming, whether dead or alive, become part of
God’s Bride by a resurrection to glorified spirit life. They are no longer
physical, flesh-and-blood human beings living on the earth but are glo-
rified spirit beings whose existence has been elevated to the God plane;
they are God as God is God and they are with Christ in heaven (no lon-
ger on the earth) as Christ’s Bride.

After the first resurrection, there will then be no human beings left
on the earth with a comprehensive and detailed knowledge of God’s
truth. There will be people (men and women) here and there all over
the world that were called before and during the Great Tribulation and
who survived through it. They were not converted i.e., the holy spirit
God the Father was not in them; it was only with them, and they conse-
quently were not part of the first resurrection. They had yet to commit
themselves to obeying God; they were still in the process of deciding
whether to follow their calling or go back into the world when Christ’s
2nd Coming happens. The depth and breadth of their knowledge of the
truth is that of newcomers to the faith, which is to say, it is still very
much incomplete.

As a result, the knowledge of God’s truth to a large extent will have
been lost as those of God’s Church who had it became glorified spirit
beings and are with Christ as His bride in the third heaven. After Christ’s
2nd Coming it will be necessary and, the Scriptures state that this is
what will occur, (Dan 9:27) for the truth to be restored to those who
will constitute the continuation of God’s church. They will be given the
Church’s foundational truths in the same way they were given by Christ
at His First Coming to those who became the foundation of God’s New
Testament church.

HWA did restore, in part, the foundational truths to God’s Church i.e.,
the foundational truths given by Christ at His First Coming to the apos-
tles but those to whom this knowledge is to be fully restored is the phys-
ical nation of Israel. This is what Christ will do after His Second Coming.
Please see the following study which explains who is the promised 2nd
Elijah and to whom he will come: Did the Second Elijah Already Come?

There is another period of tribulation to come upon the Church and
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the world, the great tribulation of Matt 24:21. It will be a “time of trouble
such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever
shall be.”

Mat 24:21 For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not
since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall
be.

The level of loss of life and destruction of property will be so extensive
that it will be greater than what has occurred in the world up to that time
or that ever will be again. The last World War resulted in the death of over
60 million individuals; the Great Tribulation will be an even greater time of
loss of life and physical destruction. And, there will be a great martyrdom
of true and false Christians all over the world (5th seal of book of Revela-
tion) by the revived great false church of Revelation 17.

Rev 17:4 And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet
colour, and decked with gold and precious stones and pearls,
having a golden cup in her hand full of abominations and filthi-
ness of her fornication:

Rev 17:5 And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY,
BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMI-
NATIONS OF THE EARTH.

Rev 17:6 And | saw the woman drunken with the blood of the
saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus: and when |
saw her, | wondered with great admiration.

In the Bible, a woman is symbolic of a church; here it is a great false church
who is drunken with the blood of God’s saints.

Since God’s called, chosen and faithful ones will have been resurrected
and no longer be on the earth, it will be necessary for Christ to come back
to restore the foundational truths He had given the apostles in what the
Bible calls, the times of restitution of all things.

Because of the end-time great tribulation of which the 1,260 years of per-
secution by the great false church of God’s saints is a type, there will again
be a need for Christ to come and teach the truth to those who will consti-
tute the continuation of God’s Church during the Millennium and the Last
Great Day. This is the main reason why God the Father sends Christ back
to the descendants of ancient Israel. Acts 3:20-21 is a prophecy of Christ’s
2nd Coming and of the work He will do of restoring the truth given to the
First Century Church to those who will constitute God’s Church at the be-
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ginning of the Millennium. Israel returned from its scattering among the
Gentiles will be the first to be called and then all who will be alive during
the Millennium will also be called and given the opportunity to become
part of God’s Church.

Act 3:20 And he shall send Jesus Christ, which before was
preached unto you: [the physical nation of Israel]

Act 3:21 Whom the heaven must receive until the times of
restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth
of all his holy prophets since the world began.

Christ was to remain in heaven UNTIL the time of restitution or resto-
ration of all things to the descendants of the physical nation of Israel
returned to the Promised Land from their scattering among the Gentile
nations.

The Scriptures say that Christ will spend 3 1/2 years confirming the cove-
nant with Israel (Dan 9:27). His first ministry with Israel was cut off after
3 1/2 years and therefore, there remains another 3 1/2 years to complete
His ministry with Israel; only this time, it will be with an end-time physical
Israel returned to the Promised Land. Christ will teach them for 3 1/2
years restoring the truth that had been lost because of the destruction
and havoc of the Great Tribulation, the events of the Day of the Lord,
and the glorification of God’s saints at Christ’s 2nd Coming (they will no
longer be on the earth but in the third heaven with Christ as His Bride).

A small but important point that needs to be mentioned here which will
show just how critical it is to have clear in our minds the terminology
used in the Bible so as not to misunderstand what is being said is know-
ing the precise meaning of the word “saint.”

God'’s Saints Ruling Over the Kingdoms of this World?

God’s saints are flesh-and-blood human beings called and chosen to
demonstrate their willingness to obey God in all things to the best of
their abilities until the time of their death. God’s saints are NOT glorified
spirit beings who have become God as God is God and who have become
the Bride of Christ though that will eventually be their reward for their
faithfulness.

The word “saint” means set apart by God to live a life of learning God'’s
truth, putting it into practice as best as can be done as a human being
and resisting as much as possible the lust of their flesh and of their mind.
They are those who have been called and chosen, and who are remaining



Salvation During the Millennium 21

faithful. Despite their best efforts they remain sinners but their sins are
always forgiven as long as they maintain their attitude of wanting to obey
God in all things to the best of their ability.

They are living flesh-and-blood human beings; they are not glorified, im-
mortal spirit beings.

Dan 7:18 But the saints of the most High shall take the king-
dom, and possess the kingdom for ever, even for ever and ever.

Dan 7:22 Until the Ancient of days came, and judgment was
given to the saints of the most High; and the time came that the
saints possessed the kingdom.

Dan 7:25 And he shall speak great words against the most
High, and shall wear out the saints of the most High, and think
to change times and laws: and they shall be given into his hand
until a time and times and the dividing of time.

If the saints can be worn out it means they are physical, mortal beings
and not immortal spirit beings which anyway would be invisible to the
great false church that led the great persecution of God’s Church. This
great persecution was to last “a time and times and the dividing of time”
or 1260 days.

How do we know the expression “for a time, and times and half a time”
refers to a 1260 day time period?

Rev 12:14 And to the woman were given two wings of a great
eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness, into her place,
where she is nourished for a time, and times, and half a time,
from the face of the serpent.

Rev 12:6 And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she
hath a place prepared of God, that they should feed her there a
thousand two hundred and threescore days. [1260]

If we consider together Rev 12:14 and Rev 12:6, it becomes clear that the
expression “for a time, times and half a time” refers to a period of time
lasting 1260 days. A Biblical year has 360 days and the time period is 3 1/2
years so, 360 x 31/2 = 1260.

Let’s continue with Dan7: 27.

Dan 7:27 And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness
of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given to the
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people of the saints of the most High, whose kingdom is an
everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey
him.

The people of the saints of the most High are to be given, inherit and
become part of God’s Kingdom which is an everlasting kingdom and all
dominions shall serve him (the most High God). A dominion is defined
as: the power and right to control someone or something (Definition of
dominion from the Cambridge Learner’s Dictionary © Cambridge Uni-
versity). In God’s Kingdom there will be many dominions, that is there
will be many who will exercise authority over others, have dominion
over them. God’s saints in the resurrection are rewarded according to
their works and their reward is to be given different levels of authority
in God’s Kingdom.

God’s saints, His called, chosen and faithful ones, are to possess the
kingdom forever and ever. This forever kingdom is God’s kingdom and
they will forever be a part of it; it is not any of the kingdoms of this
world which are physical and temporary and could not be possessed
forever as they will end. And, those who will forever possess this forever
kingdom can only be immortal spirit beings that is, God’s saints once
resurrected to immortal spirit life.

Therefore, God’s saints are not ever to have dominion over the govern-
ments of this world

Please note that as | keep saying in my different studies that in order
to follow along with what is being explained here and to avoid shocked
disbelief, it is best to have read in sequence the studies on this site and
to have understood them; if not, | would have in each new study to
repeat everything that has been said in all the preceding studies for
the reader to understand what is being said in the latest study. It would
take too long and require too many pages to keep on repeating things
which you would know were you to simply read the existing studies in
their order of presentation on the site. If not, you will find yourself hav-
ing questions, doubts and outright rejecting the contents of either this
study or others because you don’t have the full picture of all that has
been explained so far. If that describes you, it is incumbent upon you
to stop and go back to the beginning and read yourself in back to this
latest study making sure to read the studies in the order presented as
they build on one another.

Now pursuing with this study.
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God’s Church During the Millennium

One of the first things that Christ does after His 2nd Coming is to gather
the remnant of the physical nations constituting end-time Israel; bring it
back to the Promised Land and confirm the covenant with them.

Jer 29:14 And | will be found of you, saith the LORD: and |

will turn away your captivity, and | will gather you from all the
nations, and from all the places whither | have driven you, saith
the LORD; and | will bring you again into the place whence |
caused you to be carried away captive.

The truth given the first century apostles will be restituted or restored to
those members of the nation of Israel during Christ’s 3 1/2-year ministry
to them. Those who at the end of Christ’s ministry commit themselves
to obeying God, (not all of them will), and who become converted, will
become part of God’s New Covenant Church which began on the day of
Pentecost.

Please note that God’s church is essentially spiritual i.e., conversion is
something that occurs in a person’s mind. It is therefore something that
is invisible to the world and to other truly converted Christians. In any
crowd, it is impossible to know who is a truly converted Christian and who
is not. Do you know who are the true Christians living in your neighbor-
hood, village or city?

Belonging to a physical and visible organization of men calling itself the
true Church of God does not make you a Christian. Having been called,
chosen and remaining faithful does and this is not the doing of men or of
any organization of men. This is why God’s Church (all those called, chosen
and faithful) are invisible to the world and will remain that way until the
end of God’s plan of salvation for mankind. Exceptionally, there are times
when congregations will form that are large enough to become visible to
the world but most of the time, they are small, sometimes consisting of
only one or two persons.

This is the way God’s Church presently exists.
Now, let’s continue exploring the main points of this study.
Christ said:

Mat16:18 And | say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, [the
little rock] and upon this rock [pointing to Himself as being the
big rock] I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not
prevail against it.”
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A very important point is made here which is not widely understood and
that is that the successful administration of God’s plan of salvation for
mankind does not and cannot ever depend on any man.

True Christians must not put their trust and confidence in any man or
organizations of men as being the one who have the truth, who will
ensure their conversion, and who they must unquestioningly follow.
Christians are individually responsible for their own salvation which is a
process that occurs between them and God through Christ as their one
an only mediator and high priest who teaches them all things as they
study God’s holy Bible.

No man or any organizations of men can call any other man to salvation
nor ensure his salvation. The only man that any man can ever save is
himself. Salvation is not a group process.

God'’s Church would always exist as long as mankind would exist. Man-
kind will exist until the time of the 3rd resurrection of the Great White
Throne Judgment and therefore, so will God’s Church. It should then not
be all that surprising that God’s Church will exist during the Millennium
and during the Last Great Day. The holy spirit, God the Word enables the
minds of those called and chosen by the holy spirit God the Father to
understand God level spiritual truth.

All of humanity will be called after Christ’s 2nd Coming but, as has been
the case since the foundation of God’s Church, it is not all those who
are called who are chosen and, not all that convert remain converted. It
will be the very same thing for end-time Israel whose calling will occur
during the making of the New Covenant (3 %year duration) with them.
They will all be called but they will not all be chosen as they will not all
decide to commit themselves to obey God to the best of their abilities
until the end of their lives and of the few who do follow their calling, it
is the few who will remain faithful.

Therefore, during the Millennium there will continue to exist an uncon-
verted physical nation of Israel. There is no doubt that not everyone in
Israel or in the nations of the world, will be converted during the Mil-
lennium and the Last Great Day. The unconverted nation of Israel which
will be the larger part of the population (few are chosen Matt 22:14)
in which will also live members of God’s Church (the few chosen who
remain faithful Matt 7:13-14).

Mat 22:14 For many are called, but few are chosen.

Mat 7:13 Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate,
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and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many
there be which go in thereat:

Mat 7:14 Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way,
which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.

Initially, the Church will be made up of only those individuals from the
remnant of physical Israel come back from captivity who will have con-
verted during Christ’s 3 1/2-year ministry. In time, other individuals from
the Gentile nations who convert will become part of God’s Church as it is a
spiritual organization, and one becomes part of it by becoming converted
not by being born into it or by being in a given physical or geographical
location (Israel).

The members of God’s Church during the Millennium will be found all over
the world in small groups and in individuals who are not part of any group,
just as it exists today. With respect to the unconverted part of Israel, of
course, those born to the citizens of Israel become part of physical Israel
but not of God’s Church which is spiritual Israel unless they become con-
verted.

There will be God’s physical nation of Israel and God’s Spirit-begotten na-
tion or Church on the territory of the Promised Land living together as
was the case after the foundation of the first century church on the Day of
Pentecost at Christ’s First Coming. It will also be as in the days of ancient
Israel where the Aaronic priesthood lived among the tribes of Israel, the
majority of which were was not part of the priesthood. In the days of
ancient Israel, the law was taught and administered by the priests. The
priesthood constituted a religious and a civil government which ruled over
the people with the power of life and death over them, but it will not be so
during the Millennium and the Last Great Day as it has not been so since
the foundation of God’s Spirit-begotten Church on the day of Pentecost.
God’s Church is not to be a part of the world and its forms of government.

Church nor Christ to Rule Over the Nations

In Old Testament times, in the days of Moses, Israel was a physical nation
ruled by the priesthood and the men appointed by Moses to help him in
administering the law over the people. Church and State were one; there
was not a separate civil government which ruled over the people.

God’s Church since the day of Pentecost is a spirit-begotten nation
whose members are from all nations and who after having come to the
knowledge of the truth are self-willingly submitting to it. It has no civ-
ic responsibilities over the unconverted nations among which it lives
unknown and invisible.
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During the Millennium and the Last Great Day, the unconverted part of
the nation of Israel will be very visible and known to the world but those
Israelites who entered into the New Covenant will constitute an invisible
spiritual organism (God’s Church) with members to eventually be found all
over the world. The Church will have no civil governing authority, nor will
it have teaching responsibilities over the unconverted either as individuals
or as nations because of the reality of Rom 8:7.

Rom 8:7 Because the carnal mind [of the unconverted] is enmi-
ty against God: .

Unconverted individuals cannot be subject to God’s law; it is impossible
for them to do so as Rom 8:7 clearly says:

Rom 8:7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is
not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.

It would be and it is impossible for God’s church to have authority over
the unconverted. The unconverted are unteachable; they do not have the
mind to know and understand or obey God’s law. It is impossible for them
to do so in the same way that it has been impossible to do so for the un-
converted from the days of Adam and Eve to this time. Remember that
not everyone will become converted during the Millennium and the Last
Great Day and even, that it is the majority of the population, that though
all will have been called, that will remain unconverted.

Yes, all will be called during the Millennium but in no way does this mean
that all will follow their calling. Men can only be taught if they choose
to be taught; no one and nothing can force them to believe something
against their will. Christ says that of the many called, few are chosen or, in
other words, it is the many that remain unconverted and unteachable and
this makes it impossible to carry out vast educational campaigns to teach
God’s truth to the masses. It also renders it unnecessary to have a great
number of teachers to teach the nations of the world which for the most
part will remain unconverted despite all having been called.

God will only rule over those who have freely chosen to submit to Him; He
will not force anyone to do so.

Rom 8:14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are
the sons of God.

This is because men, to become part of God’s Kingdom, have to be beings
of character i.e., they must freely and willingly choose to obey God when
God reveals Himself to them. It is this free, willing, and abiding attitude of
obedience recorded in their human spirit that will become unchangeable
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in the resurrection that will ensure there will never be any rebellion in
God’s Kingdom. This unchanging attitude of obedience in the resurrected
saints is also what will make it possible for God to be one i.e., a family, na-
tion, and kingdom made of many different parts that will function as one
being. Therefore, neither the Church nor Christ will rule over the nations
of the world during the Millennium or during the Last Great Day which, for
the most part despite being all called, will have chosen to remain in the
world and be unconverted.

The People Go to Jerusalem

During the Millennium and the Last Great Day which are all part of this
period of time often referred to in the Scriptures as the “last days,” Israel,
following its return from captivity and as a flesh-and-blood physical na-
tion, will become the most powerful and the most respected nation in the
world; it will greatly prosper, and the nations will serve it. Israel will greatly
increase in population and be filled with material riches; it will be more
glorious than in the days of Solomon. More on this in the following study:
When and Why will God Again Choose Israel?

The ministry of the WCG taught that the nations will be eager to go to
Israel and Jerusalem to learn God’s ways and be converted. The following
Scriptures were then usually quoted in support of this teaching.

Isa 2:3 And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us
go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of
Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his
paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the
LORD from Jerusalem.

Mic 4:2 And many nations shall come, and say, Come, and let us
go up to the mountain of the LORD, and to the house of the God
of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in

his paths: for the law shall go forth of Zion, and the word of the
LORD from Jerusalem.

It would indeed seem that the nations will be going to Jerusalem to be
taught of God but will Jerusalem become the center of true religion in
the world and if it does, is it something that will last all throughout the
Millennium?

The “mountain of the Lord” is the place where God lives, and the house of
the God of Jacob is another way of saying the same thing. The nations will
be called during the Millennium and, spiritually speaking, they will head
toward the mountain or house of the God of Jacob.
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The house of the God of Jacob and the mountain of the Lord, the dwelling
place of God are those who have been called, chosen, and are remaining
faithful. They are the temple or house or location where the Lord lives.
God or the Lord does not live in any brick-and-mortar building made by
the hand of man, no matter how luxurious and ornate it might be, located
in a specific country, nation, town or city.

Isa 66:1 Thus saith the LORD, The heaven is my throne, and the
earth is my footstool: where is the house that ye build unto me?
and where is the place of my rest?

Isa 66:2 For all those things hath mine hand made, and all those
things have been, saith the LORD: but to this man will I look,
even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth
at my word. [God dwells in the spiritual temple which is all
those called, chosen and faithful.]

Act 7:48 Howbeit the most High dwelleth not in temples made
with hands; as saith the prophet, [Isa 66:1-2]

Act 7:49 Heaven is my throne, and earth is my footstool: what
house will ye build me? saith the Lord: or what is the place of
my rest?

God and His righteousness are not found in any physical location or orga-
nizations of men.

Rom 10:6 But the righteousness which is of faith speaketh on
this wise, Say not in thine heart, Who shall ascend into heaven?
(that is, to bring Christ down from above:)

A Christian has the righteousness of Christ in him not because he can or
has to ascend into heaven and bring Christ down from above i.e., the righ-
teousness that he has comes not from going to or being in a certain place
where Christ is located and then, when finding Him, bring Him down with
him to have His righteousness.

Rom 10:7 Or, Who shall descend into the deep? (that is, to
bring up Christ again from the dead.)

In the same way, it is not necessary for men to go down into the deep and
bring Christ up again from the dead for them to have Christ’s righteous-
ness. It is not by going to a certain location or place to find Christ or the
Lord that men get Christ’s or the Lord’s righteousness.
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Rom 10:8 But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy
mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we
preach;

The means of having Christ or the Lord’s righteousness is hearing and be-
lieving (it is then in your heart or mind) the word of faith or truth of God,
which is preached unto them by the apostles and those they appointed to
the ministry to assist them in doing so. And today, we have in God’s Holy
Bible access to the very same word of faith taught the apostles by Christ
Himself. The Bible is the means used by God to speak to New Testament
Christians (Heb 1:1-2). It is the Christ, the Word in writing to us.

Heb 1:1 God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake
in time past unto the fathers by the prophets,

Heb 1:2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son,
whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he
made the worlds;

Rom 10:9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord
Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him
from the dead, thou shalt be saved.

Salvation comes from believing the word of faith and that Christ was God'’s
son whom He raised from the dead after having become the perfect sacri-
fice for the sins of mankind.

Salvation or the righteousness of God or of the Lord does not come from
going to a specific building in a specific town where there is an organiza-
tion of men who supposedly are holders of God’s truth. The righteousness
of God is by faith i.e., believing the truth when it is revealed to us by the
holy spirit God the Father while being called and by the holy spirit God the
Word and Spokesman once chosen.

We are all saved by grace (Christ’s righteousness imputed to us) through
faith i.e., because we believe the word of God and seek to apply it in our
lives.

Eph 2:8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves: it is the gift of God:

Faith is a gift from God which we cannot earn for ourselves by our works
of obedience to Him. Faith, righteousness and salvation are by believing
the word of God, the Holy Bible which is Christ, the Word of God and God’s
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Spokesman, in writing. It is not by going to a specific building in a specific
city in a specific nation or being part of a certain group.

The truth of God is not in any geographical location or building nor does
it go out to the world from a specific geographical location or building. It
goes directly from the mind of the holy spirit God the Father to the mind
of those He calls and from the mind of the holy spirit God the Word once
chosen. There is no need to go any physical location to get it or to be part
of any organizations of men.

Truths Constant Throughout the Bible
Let’s consider the following truths which are constant in the Bible:

e The world will be called during the Millennium, but God’s calling
is individual and personal; it is not a group much less a national
process.

e  God does not call nations but individuals from within nations. All
of us were individually called in a highly personalized way given
we all have very different life experiences and levels of knowl-
edge and understanding of the world which required a different
approach for each and every one of us.

e Understanding of God’s truth is only possible by having the holy
spirit God the Father and the holy spirit God the Word and Spokes-
man dwelling in us. Conversion is a decision made by those called
out to obey God to the best of their ability in all things.

e The truth of God doesn’t come from a specific geographical area
or city nor from a specific organization of men; it comes from the
Holy Bible which is God the Word in writing (Heb 1:1-2).

e God’s nation or people do not dwell in a particular city. They are
spread out across the earth either as individuals by themselves
or in small groups.

e  God’s Church is not a building, or a group of persons located in
Jerusalem or anywhere else on the earth that one has to go to, to
get salvation. God’s Church is all those called, chosen and faithful
wherever they may be on the earth.

e Salvation does not require going to a certain city in a certain coun-
try; it is not a physical place on the earth.

e Men have no commission nor the ability to convert individuals
or nations
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e God’s truth does not go out of local congregations of God’s
Church to the world. God’s truth enters those being called and
the truly converted through the holy spirit God the Word and
Spokesman as they study the Word of God, God’s Holy Bible.

e The mission of the ministry who are but men when there is a true
one in existence can only to be the helpers of the faith of the tru-
ly converted. They are not the authors (originators) or finishers
(the ones bringing to completion) of the faith of Christians. This is
what God the Father does through the glorified Christ.

e Salvation is not a physical place in which is located an organiza-
tion of men who have the authority to dictate to the truly con-
verted what they are to believe.

Isa 2:3 and Micah 4:2 are describing what the nations will do when the
holy spirit God the Father will call all men (Joel 2:28).

Isa 2:3 And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us
go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of
Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his
paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the
LORD from Jerusalem.

Mic 4:2 And many nations shall come, and say, Come, and let us
go up to the mountain of the LORD, and to the house of the God
of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in

his paths: for the law shall go forth of Zion, and the word of the
LORD from Jerusalem.

And as just explained, the phrases “mountain of the Lord” and the “house
of the God of Jacob” are different ways of saying that the nations will be
drawn to God by God when He calls them during the Millennium.

That is why the nations will go to God to learn more of God’s truth when
first called as we all did when we were called. However, many after having
counted the cost do not follow their calling and choose to remain in the
world. The nations will be called but it will not be the nations as a whole
but rather each and every individual within the nations. God’s calling is
individual and personal and occurs in the mind of the one being called; it
is not a group process nor is it as a result of the doing of any man.

God’s Church a Spiritual Organism
God’s Church is not a place, a building or a group of people in a specific

location where all who come to conversion must go. God does not dwell
in a specific location on the earth.



32 Salvation During the Millennium

God’s Church is first and foremost a spiritual organism to which all true
Christians belong regardless of where they live and whether or not they
associate with a smaller or larger group of truly converted Christians. God
is to be worshiped in spirit and in truth (John 4:24); not by belonging to
a specific group, going to a particular building, or living in a certain city
called Jerusalem and not by ancient or modern, physical, repetitive, sym-
bolic and ritualistic ceremonies.

Joh 4:24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must wor-
ship him in spirit and in truth.

Congregations of different sizes may form here and there all over the
world during the Millennium but there will be no need for them to travel
to any Headquarters Church to be part of God’s Church any more than it is
necessary for us to do so now.

There were local congregations in the days of the apostles but there was
no central headquarters church which directed and oversaw congrega-
tions around the world. Paul went to Jerusalem but not to have them give
him advice or correction regarding what he taught. He didn’t accept that
they had any authority to change anything he preached (Gal 1:16-17: 2:6).

Gal 1:16 To reveal his Son in me, that | might preach him among
the heathen; immediately | conferred not with flesh and blood:

Gal 1:17 Neither went | up to Jerusalem to them which were
apostles before me; but | went into Arabia, and returned again
unto Damascus.

Gal 2:6 But of these who seemed to be somewhat, (whatsoever
they were, it maketh no matter to me: God accepteth no man’s
person:) for they who seemed to be somewhat in conference
added nothing to me:

He was simply happy to realize they were all teaching the same things
(Gal 2:9). The source of truth for Paul and the apostles was Christ and
today, we have God’s Holy Bible which is Christ in writing, and it, the Bible
is the one sure source of truth that Christians have today and will have
during the Millennium and the Last Great Day.

The Roman Catholics have Rome, the Muslims have Mecca and Medina,
and the Jews have Jerusalem but God’s true church has no such physi-
cal holy city. It is only after God makes everything new and that the new
Jerusalem comes down from heaven that Jerusalem will be a holy city as
by God’s presence in it, it will be holy. There will then be no flesh-and-



Salvation During the Millennium 33

blood human beings alive on the earth. God’s plan of salvation for man-
kind will be complete.

God’s Church is not a hierarchical organization of men with a supreme
ruler sitting in a central headquarters building from which the activities and
teachings of local congregations are prescribed and supervised. This orga-
nizational model is the same as the one used by the Roman Empire (the
Beast) and adopted by the Roman Catholic Church who made an image
of the beast i.e., it adopted the Roman Empire form of government. The
administration of God’s Church should not be patterned on the same
model.

Why?

Because men, even truly converted ones are unreliable and can stray from
the truth. It happened in the First Century Church; it happened in our days
during the time of Mr. Armstrong and after his death and it will continue
happening until there are no human beings left alive on the earth. It is the
responsibility of individual Church members to become proficient in the
use of their Bible to prove out things for themselves. They are not to rely
on men to do so for them.

Free Moral Agency and Character

During the Millennium and the Last Great Day, the fundamental nature
of man will not suddenly change. Man will continue to have absolute free
moral agency and the holy spirit God the Word who is the Spokesman to
God the Father’s chosen ones, will continue to only lead (Rom 8:14); He
will not force anyone to obey.

Rom 8:14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are
the sons of God.

Man will continue to have to freely and self-willingly choose God’s ways
when given to know the truth and to freely and self-willingly choose to
resist his own lust (James 1:13-15) to the best of his abilities until the end
of his life so as to be a being of character.

Jas 1:13 Let no man say when he is tempted, | am tempted of
God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he
any man:

Jas 1:14 But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of
his own lust, and enticed.

Jas 1:15 Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin:
and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.
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Character is submitting to God’s law and resisting the lust of our flesh and
of our mind when no one is forcing us to do so; we simply do it because
we have chosen to do so after having been given to know the truth. It is
this character that will become permanent at the time of the glorification
of God’s saints. Saints are flesh-and-blood human beings set apart by God
to demonstrate to God the sincerity of their desire to obey Him. They are
not glorified spirit beings though this is what they will become in the res-
urrection.

Our character i.e., our attitude of unforced obedience to God in all things
to the best of our ability is recorded in the human spirit which returns to
God at death (Ecc 12:7).

Ecc 12:7 Then shall the dust [man created of the dust of the
ground] return to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall return
unto God who gave it.

Job 32:8 But there is a spirit in man: and the inspiration of the
Almighty giveth them understanding.

The human spirit is a spirit essence in man which acts as a clay mold that
records all we have been until the time of our death and into which God
will pour eternal life in our resurrection as eternal spirit being in His King-
dom. Only beings of character will be part of God’s Kingdom.

| know that all this is different than what we have all heard from the
ministry, but the Scriptures fully bear this out as you will see as you read
through this study.

Restoration of Physical Israel

God will restore Israel as a physical nation to even greater glory than in its
former days and those of Israel who become converted become part of
God’s Church. However, the converts of end-time Israel will not become
the world’s center of true religion to which all those called by God will go
to be taught. They will constitute the beginning of God’s Church at the
beginning of the Millennium like the original apostles were but like the
original apostles, the Jerusalem congregation while it existed became only
one of several other congregations that came into beings as conversions
occurred in the world. The Jerusalem congregation never was a headquar-
ters church to which all other congregations of God’s Church reported.

Israel will become physically the greatest nation there ever was in the his-
tory of mankind and those of Israel who convert (not all of them will) will
be the original congregation of God’s Church which will continue during
the Millennium through men that will come to conversion all over the
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world. God’s Church is not to be found in one specific geographical loca-
tion on this earth such as in a building in Jerusalem with a specific congre-
gation providing leadership to all other congregations.

If you would like to have a greater understanding of why there will be no
massive conversion of the nations during the Millennium or of individuals
during the Last Great Day, | would refer you to the following study: The
Human Mind in God’s Plan of Salvation for Mankind

As previously mentioned, there will be a physical nation of Israel consist-
ing of unconverted individuals who are physical descendants of ancient
Israel. And, there will also be truly converted Christians following the mak-
ing of the New Covenant with those of the physical nation of Israel who
will follow their calling. As time goes by, there will also be many other truly
converted Christians scattered all over the world who will also be part of
the spiritual nation of Israel.

Many Called Few Chosen

As has been the case since the foundation of God’s New Testament Church
many have been called but few chosen. Yes, all will be called during the
Millennium but the decision to be taught has to be taken by the individu-
al. No one can be taught against his will. Many will be called but few will
follow their calling (Matt 22:14) which means that the “many” of those
called will remain unteachable and will not become part of God’s Church.

Mat 22:14 For many are called, but few are chosen.

They will constitute most of the individuals making up the nations of the
world (Christ says it is the few that are chosen then this means it is the
many that remains unconverted). The world to a very great extent during
the Millennium will not be converted.

I know this is very different from what the ministry taught but all we need
to do is look at what happened in God’s Church when the ministry an-
nounced to the members that they were not policeman; that they could
do whatever they wanted, and they would not be corrected. All those
attending the services of God’s Church in the days of Mr. Armstrong were
considered to be converted but the very next Sabbath women of all ages
came to service wearing make-up, short skirts and other revealing cloth-
ing; cohabiting couples joyfully made themselves known and everyone
was so relieved to no longer have to live a double life and especially to
no longer be under the law which became the church’s main teaching.
Remember? (The Human Mind in God’s Plan of Salvation for Mankind)

At this point | think it would be useful for us to examine another of the
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Church’s teaching regarding who are going to be the teachers during the
Millennium and who they will teach.

Glorified Spirit Beings Teaching the World

The WCG taught that glorified spirit beings, God’s first resurrection saints
would be responsible for teaching the nations of the world after Christ’s
2nd Coming and the holy spirit God the Father calling all men to salvation.
The ministry turned to the following verses of Isaiah in support of that
teaching.

Let’s examine them.

Isa 30:19 For the people [end-time Israel returned from captiv-
ity] shall dwell in Zion at Jerusalem: thou shalt weep no more:
he [God] will be very gracious unto thee [end-time Israel in
captivity] at the voice of thy cry; when he shall hear it, he will
answer thee.

Isa 30:20 And though the Lord give you the bread of adversity,
and the water of affliction, [by allowing them to go into captiv-
ity during the Great Tribulation] yet shall not thy teachers [the
teachers of OT Israel was the priesthood and those in God’s
Church that will exist during the Millennium will be the holy
spirits of the God family] be removed into a corner any more,
[they will not be set apart and ignored because they are spirit
beings that will be dwelling in the truly converted] but thine
eyes shall see thy teachers:

Their teachers will not be men as in OT Israel but the holy spirits of the
Godhead and when called and chosen, they will see them. They will know
that they exist and how they are making salvation possible. They will see
them not physically but with their mind’s eye; they will know they exist
without physically seeing them, by faith as all truly converted Christians
know or see them today.

In New Testament times, the ones teaching truly converted Christians are
God the Father and God the Word. God the Father is responsible for call-
ing men and God the Word is responsible for teaching them all things.

Joh 6:44 No man can come to me, except the Father which hath
sent me draw him: and | will raise him up at the last day.

Joh 14:16 And | will pray the Father, and he shall give you an-
other Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever;
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Christ was the Comforter that was with the disciples. After His resurrec-
tion He would ascend back to His Father and no longer be with them.
He reassures His disciples that they would have another Comforter. Who
would that be?

Joh 14:17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot
receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but
ye know him; for he [the Spirit of truth, I, Christ] dwelleth with
you, and shall be in you. [After Christ’s ascension to heaven.]

This Comforter is also called the Spirit of truth. This spirit of truth, God the
Word made flesh was with the disciples and would be in them after His
glorification and ascension to heaven.

And, what would the Comforter and Spirit of truth do for the disciples
and all truly converted Christians until the time of the Great White Throne
Judgment which brings to a close God’s plan of salvation for mankind?

Joh 14:26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom
the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things,
and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever | have
said unto you

The Comforter and Spirit of Truth, the glorified Christ, the holy spirit God
the Word would teach the holy spirit God the Father’s called and chosen
ones, all things.

In the Old Testament physical nation of Israel, there were men who had
been appointed as teachers. In God’s New Testament spiritual nation of
Israel, its teachers are spirit beings, God and the Word.

Heb 1:1 God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake
in time past unto the fathers by the prophets,

Heb 1:2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us [truly converted
Christians] by his Son, [the promised Comforter and Spirit of
truth] whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also
he made the worlds;

God and the Word are the faithful teachers who will never mislead, abuse
or financially exploit the faithful.

Jer 3:14 Turn, O backsliding children, saith the LORD; for | am
married unto you: and | will take you one of a city, and two of a
family, and | will bring you to Zion:
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Jer 3:15 And | will give you pastors according to mine heart,
which shall feed you with knowledge and understanding.

When Israel will be offered salvation at the beginning of the Millennium
it will not be through flesh-and-blood men coming to them to teach them
God'’s truth.

Eze 34:2 Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel,
prophesy, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD unto
the shepherds; Woe be to the shepherds of Israel that do feed
themselves! should not the shepherds feed the flocks?

Eze 34:10 Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, | am against the
shepherds; and | will require my flock at their hand, and cause
them to cease from feeding the flock; neither shall the shep-
herds feed themselves any more; for | will deliver my flock from
their mouth, that they may not be meat for them.

Eze 34:15 | will feed my flock, and | will cause them to lie down,
saith the Lord GOD.

The teachers of God’s flock in New Testament times will be the holy spirit
God the Word upon being called and the holy spirit God the Word and
Spokesman upon becoming chosen. God’s wisdom and spiritual truth is
to be found in God’s holy Bible and not in the mouths of organizations of
men who are using religion as a means of earning a living.

Some have pointed to Isa 30:21 in support of their claim that Christ and
His resurrected saints will teach the nations during the Millennium.

Isa 30:21 And thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying,
This is the way, walk ye in it, when ye turn to the right hand, and
when ye turn to the left.

This is spoken to that part of Israel that will be converted; they will be
guided by God'’s law written in their minds which will be like a voice guid-
ing them as they go about living their lives in the world. It is the very same
voice that truly converted Christians hear today in their minds when trying
to decide whether something they want to do is right or wrong according
to God’s law.

During the Millennium God will make the same covenant with Israel that
He has been making with all those called and chosen since the day of
Pentecost.

Jer 31:31 Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that | will
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make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the
house of Judah:

This new covenant will be made with Israel at the beginning of the Millen-
nium and it will be the means by which they can be saved as it has been
the means for all those called and chosen since Pentecost.

Jer 31:32 Not according to the covenant that | made with
their fathers in the day that | took them by the hand to bring
them out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake,
although | was an husband unto them, saith the LORD:

Jer 31:33 But this shall be the covenant that | will make with
the house of Israel; After those days, saith the LORD, | will put
my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will
be their God, and they shall be my people.

Jer 31:34 And they shall teach no more every man his neigh-
bour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the LORD: for
they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest
of them, saith the LORD: for | will forgive their iniquity, and | will
remember their sin no more.

None of the truly converted Christians will need to teach other truly con-
verted Christians because they all will have God’s law written in their
hearts or minds.

The salvation process during the Millennium and the Last Great Day will
be no different then what it has been since the day of Pentecost. God’s
saints will be taught by the holy spirits of the Godhead.

No Universal Conversion

God the Father calling all men to salvation (Act 2:16-18) will not result
in all of a sudden everybody becoming teachable (Matt 22:14; Rom 8:7).

Act 2:16 But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel;

Act 2:17 And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, |
will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your
daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions,
and your old men shall dream dreams:

Act 2:18 And on my servants and on my handmaidens | will
pour out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy:
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Mat 22:14 For many are called, but few are chosen.

Rom 8:7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is
not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.

And, salvation is an individual process; it is between the holy spirit God
the Father and the called out ones and the process is different for every-
one. None of us were called in the same way; God the Father worked with
us on an individual and personalized basis to progressively bring us to a
knowledge of the truth sufficient for us to know that we have to choose
to obey Him or return into the world. We are all different in terms of per-
sonality, intelligence, background, experience, etc. and what would make
us curious and cause us to keep on following our curiosity is infinitely vari-
able. God deals with us on an individual basis.

The nations during the Millennium to a very great extent will remain un-
converted through all will be called. God calls individuals and not nations;
He works with individuals within nations. The mostly unconverted nations
during the Millennium like those of today’s world will be unteachable
(Rom 8:7) and it will be impossible to conduct worldwide re-education
programs as an interim step to bringing them to conversion.

More Basic Principles Constant Throughout the Bible

e Mankind was given absolute free moral agency (Deu 30:19) by
God i.e., men cannot be made to believe anything against their
will which means that the unconverted are not teachable; they
are carnal-minded, “.....not subject to God’s law and neither
indeed can be.” (Rom 8:7)

Deu 30:19 | call heaven and earth to record this day against
you, that | have set before you life and death, blessing and curs-
ing: therefore choose life, that both thou and thy seed may live:

e The holy spirit God the Father and the holy spirit God the Word
and Spokesman only ever lead (Rom 8:14); being called as will oc-
cur during the Millennium and the Last Great Day does not mean
that conversion will unavoidably follow; men are free to follow or
not their calling (Matt 22:14); being called is not a guaranty of
becoming converted

e Only the truly converted can understand the truth of God and
be subject to it; the unconverted were unteachable in the past,
are unteachable now, and will be unteachable during the Millen-
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nium and the Last Great Day. Most of those called, as has been
the case since the day of Pentecost, will not follow their calling
(Matt 22:14)

e God will not force anyone, converted or unconverted to obey
Him (Rom 8:14); only spiritual Israelites (converted individuals)
obey God and they do so only because they freely and willingly
choose to do so

e The unconverted (including those that were once converted and
have gone back into the world) do not know nor obey God. God
leaves them completely free to do whatever they please as He
did anciently, as He does now and, as He will during the Millenni-
um and the Last Great Day. God will not rule by force over the un-
converted nations during the Millennium and the Last Great Day;
He rules only by the willful assent of those who freely choose to
submit to Him i.e., the saints of His Church

e  Those making up God’s kingdom have to be individuals of char-
acter; this is the reason why God created man with mind power
and the absolute freedom to choose i.e., there is no power on
earth or in the spirit world that can force man to believe some-
thing against his will. Those that will be part of God’s Kingdom
must freely and self-willingly choose to obey God after coming
to the knowledge of the truth and spend the rest of their lives
resisting to the best of their abilities their own lust in order to
be in conformity with God'’s law. (James 1:14-15).

Jas 1:14 But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of
his own lust, and enticed.

Jas 1:15 Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin:
and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.

That is what it means to be a being of character; freely accept-
ing God’s law and resolving to restrain ourselves as much as
possible to follow it against the pull of our own lusts. For more
on this subject see: The Human Mind in God’s Plan of Salvation
for Mankind
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Understanding God’s Truth

The only way the nations of the world would be able to understand God'’s
truthwould beif the nations as awhole would follow their calling at the time
when God the Father calls all men to salvation. As desirable as that outcome
is, the Scriptures are clear that it is the many that do not follow their calling
(Matt 22:14). The many are NOT chosen because they decide to remain in
the world after having been given enough knowledge and understanding
of the truth to be able to make an informed decision. God the Father does
the calling and if the person follows their calling, they become chosen.

Men can begin to understand the Bible only after becoming converted
i.e., after having made the decision to submit to God’s rule in their lives.
There is no need nor is it possible to effectively conduct extensive mass
information programs to reeducate the nations as a first step to bringing
them to conversion. Knowledge of God’s spiritual truth is possible only by
revelation i.e., one has to have been called and chosen and this is some-
thing that occurs on an individual and personal basis.

Eph 3:3 How that by revelation he made known unto me the
mystery; (as | wrote afore in few words,

1Co 2:14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the
Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he
know them, because they are spiritually discerned.

The nations of the world in our days cannot understand God’s spiritual
truth as they are not called and chosen. Only God through a great one
time miracle can open the minds of men and make them receptive to the
truth and this work is only done on a personal or individual basis and of
course, not by men.

It should be evident that being called out as will occur when God the Fa-
ther calls all men (Joel 2:28) is not synonymous with being chosen or with
becoming converted. God has been calling men since the foundation of
His spirit-begotten Church on the day of Pentecost but as Christ very plain-
ly tells us, it is the few that choose to follow their calling with the majority
preferring to remain in the world (Matt 22:14)

One last point on this subject, in order to be called it is not necessary to
have an extensive knowledge of the truth. If we will recall the time of our
calling, we had very little truth and that it is only after having made the
unforced decision to obey God that we begin to acquire more truth as we
study God'’s holy Bible. It is not necessary to have a wide-ranging knowl-
edge of God’s truth in order to become converted rather we must first
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become converted so as to be able to read the Bible with understanding
and acquire more of God’s truth.

Having a detailed knowledge of God’s truth is something that can only be
done by converted people through years and years of careful, attentive
study of the Scriptures.

The Reward of God’s Faithful Saints

When we come to the end of God’s plan of salvation, all of God’s faithful
saints will have become God as God is God and will be given rulership over
the universe i.e., the new heaven and the new earth that will be created
after the coming of the Lake of Fire. “The kingdom and the dominion and
the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven....” will then be giv-
en to the saints of the most High who have become glorified spirit beings
in the resurrection.

This is part of the promises made to Abraham which were passed from one
generation to another until Jesus inherited them through the line of Mary
whowasofthe House of David. The faithful or God’s saints who have become
God as God is God, after the Great White Throne Judgment, are to inherit
along with God'’s first resurrection saints, the world or universe as stated in
Rom. 4:13. Their inheritance is not to bear rule over the unconverted na-
tions of the world.

Rom 4:13 For the promise, that he should be the heir of the
world, was not to Abraham, or to his seed, through the law, but
through the righteousness of faith.

And this is also clearly stated in Hebrews 2:5-8.

Heb 2:5 For unto the angels hath he not put in subjection the
world to come, whereof we speak.

Please note that the “world to come” is not the time of the Millennium or
of the Last Great Day. It is the world that comes after the completion of
God’s plan of salvation when the faithful receive eternal life.

Mar 10:30 But he shall receive an hundredfold now in this time,
houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children,
and lands, with persecutions; and in the world to come eternal
life.

Luk 18:30 Who shall not receive manifold more in this present
time, and in the world to come life everlasting.
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Now, let’s continue with the verses of Hebrews 2.

Heb 2:6 But one in a certain place testified, saying, What is
man, that thou art mindful of him? or the son of man, that thou
visitest him?

Heb 2:7 Thou madest him a little lower than the angels; thou
crownedst him with glory and honour, and didst set him over
the works of thy hands:

Heb 2:8 Thou hast put all things in subjection under his feet.
For in that he put all in subjection under him, he left nothing
that is not put under him. But now we see not yet all things put
under him.

The saints will not rule over the unconverted whether as individuals or as
nations (Rom 8:7; 8:14). God will only rule over those who willingly sub-
ject or place themselves under His rulership; God will not force anyone
as those making up His Kingdom have to be individuals of character. Indi-
viduals of character are those who freely and self-willingly; without being
forced to do so, choose to restrain themselves all throughout their lives to
live as much as possible in accordance with God’s law after having come
to the knowledge of the truth.

Israel during the Millennium will be both a religious organization made up
of truly converted individuals and of flesh-and-blood Israelites who did
not follow their calling. God’s Church will not rule over the unconverted of
the world or the over unconverted part of Israel i.e., over those Israelites
that do not enter into the New Covenant. The unconverted cannot submit
to God’s law (Rom 8:7) whether flesh born Israelites or not.

God’s saints after having become God as God is God will rule over the new
heaven and the new earth and like it is stated in Dan. 7:27, “.... all domin-
ions shall serve and obey him.... [God the Father]” Those ruling the new
heaven and the new earth or the new universe that is to be created after
the Great White Throne Judgment are themselves to be ruled by God the
Father who is the Most High in the Kingdom of God.

It is impossible for God’s saints either now or in the resurrection to rule
over the unconverted of the world during the Millennium or during the
Last Great Day. The unconverted will be the many not the few. The reward
of God’s saints is not to inherit governorship over the unconverted nations
of the world but as glorified spirit beings, it is to inherit rulership over the
new heaven and the new earth under the direction of Christ and the su-
preme leadership of God the Father.
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Israel Mostly Unconverted During the Millennium

Israel during the Millennium will greatly prosper because of God blessing
it saying He forgets their past sins and makes them the head of the na-
tions. This is part of the fulfillment of prophecies regarding Israel where
God binds Himself to bring to pass that the Scriptures may be fulfilled
and that He may be glorified for His ability to do so. End time events are
prophesied to occur in a certain way and God is the one that will ensure
that they do happen exactly as written in such Scriptures as Isa 60, Eze 36,
Jer. 31; Jer. 33 and many others.

As we will see as we go through them, Eze 36 and Isa 60 are clear proph-
ecies of what God will do in the end-time for Israel and the main point to
be noticed is that God during the Millennium and the Last Great Day is
not blessing Israel because they are all obedient to Him— recall that there
will be a large part of Israel that will not be converted — but rather it is
in order that the prophecies of Eze 36 and Isa 60, as well as others made
about Israel, may be fulfilled.

God says there is none like him knowing the end from the beginning and
speaking of things to come as though they were already; he has the power
to prophesy and make prophecy come out exactly as written which is one
of the proofs of the authority of the Bible.

Isa 46:9 Remember the former things of old: for | am God, and
there is none else; | am God, and there is none like me,

Isa 46:10 Declaring the end from the beginning, and from an-
cient times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel
shall stand, and | will do all my pleasure:

The main point | wish to make, and which is of the utmost importance for
us to understand, is that Israel is restored and blessed during the Millenni-
um because God has prophesied it by the mouth of His holy prophets NOT
because all of Israel during the Millennium is a fully converted nation filled
with zeal and great enthusiasm to obey Him to the best of their ability.

Eze 36:22 Therefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the
Lord GOD; | do not this for your sakes, O house of Israel, but

for mine holy name’s sake, which ye have profaned among the
heathen, whither ye went.

Most of Israel will remain unconverted and will be blessed in the same
way God blessed the end-time nations constituting Israel even though
they didn’t obey Him. He blessed them (Ephraim and Manasseh in the
end time i.e., the British Empire, and the United States) because of the



46 Salvation During the Millennium

promises made to Abraham and during the Millennium He will bless Israel
in fulfillment of prophecies made regarding them. Great Britain and the
United States have not followed God’s law and were nonetheless greatly
blessed that the promises made to Abraham may be fulfilled. It will be the
same way during the Millennium as concerns the part of Israel that re-
mains unconverted after its return from its captivity among the Gentiles.

There is no prophecy that Israel during the Millennium would be a ful-
ly converted nation. In fact, when it comes to conversion the Scriptures
in the words of Christ Himself make it very clear that many are called
but few are chosen (it is the many that choose to remain in the world
and be unconverted) and of those chosen and who are entering God’s
Church, it is the many that will take the broad way that leads to perdi-
tion (and is it therefore the many that do not stay converted). Don’t be-
lieve me or anyone else for that matter, believe your Bible (Mat 22:14;
Mat 7:12-14) even if its clear, unambiguous words requiring no interpreta-
tion go squarely against what you have always believed.

All that has been explained so far are wonderful truths only available to
those who have been called, chosen, who are remaining faithful, and who
have mastered the foundational truth partially restored to God’s Church.
You can read the following study Are You Spiritually Mature? which goes
into great detail about what it means to have mastered the foundational
truth of God’s Church. If you haven’t already done so, | would greatly en-
courage you to do so before you go any further in reading this study.

State of Mind of Mankind After the Great Tribulation

We have all read several times the passages of the Bible where are
described the great material destruction and loss of life that is to occur at
the time of the Great Tribulation and of the Day of the Lord.

We have often read through all these passages without fully realizing the
real-world consequences of the enormous amount of physical destruction
and loss of life that will occur. It is a bit like when we go to the movies and
see bombs exploding and bloody, decapitated, and limbless bodies being
thrown up in the air and dead people strewn all over the landscape and
we remain basically unmoved as we keep eating our popcorn and sipping
our colas. It is not real to our minds and consequently, there is no accom-
panying emotional reaction such as terror and an all-consuming urge to
flee and not become part of the carnage.

We have all read of 1/3 of the life in the world’s oceans dying, 1/3 of
the earth’s vegetation (forests) being destroyed, of the famine and pesti-
lence, of whole countries being devastated and their surviving inhabitants
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becoming the captives of an invading military power, etc. and we remain
emotionally unresponsive as these events are seen as being far off into
the future and we are sure we will not be there when they occur. We fail
to realize the very great psychological impact on those who will have lived
through those troubled times and how having survived the time of great-
est trouble to come upon the earth will greatly affect how they see and
react to events once the destruction finally stops.

Those who will actually be living through the Great Tribulation and the
events of the Day of the Lord will be directly impacted by the destruc-
tion of their properties, the death of loved ones, the devastation of their
country, the disease epidemics, the total breakdown of law and order and,
the lack of food and clean water, shelter and safety. They will be in fear
of losing their lives and will be desperately trying to find ways of evading
the invading armies that are rounding up the survivors to bring them into
captivity and make slaves out of them.

These events will leave a lasting impression on the survivors who will be in
captivity as servants of their captors and on the nations of the whole world
who will all have been affected by war, drought, famine and pestilence and
where individuals will have suffered the loss of loved ones and properties
and who will have experienced major disruptions to their lives, cities and
nations.

When the destruction and devastation finally cease, the survivors of the
nations of the world, as well as Israel in captivity, will be greatly chas-
tened. There will remain no taste whatsoever for continuing hostilities,
the survivors will want to begin rebuilding their cities and return to their
previous lifestyle as soon as possible. War, killing and conquest will not
be uppermost in their mind; they will have had more than enough of it as
almost all will have lost family members, friends, and personal properties.
They will want peace and will not be seeking to make war with anyone.

This will be the mindset of the nations at the end of the Great Tribulation
and of the events of the Day of the Lord and it will be world in which Christ
will gather Israel from the nations where they had been dispersed and
bring them back to the Promised Land.

The mood of the nations of the world following the Great Tribulation will
be one of not wanting to get involved in any more warring at least for the
immediate future. The attitude of the nations is an important factor to
keep in mind when reading about what conditions will be like during the
Millennium. Those things do not happen in a vacuum; real people who
will have greatly suffered, who will have lost family members and who
will have been scared out of their minds desperately trying to avoid losing
their own lives will be greatly sobered and chastened. They will not be
eager to again do anything that would lead to any more wars anywhere.
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The nation of Manassehl (the United States) asthe time when the Great Trib-
ulation comes, is a world superpower. At the time of its fall, it is the greatest
and most powerful single nation that has ever existed to that time. At the
peak of its power, it is to be militarily conquered and the survivors scattered
in captivity among the Gentile nations. All of this is explained in detail in
Mr. Armstrong’s book “The United States and Britain in Prophecy” which
you can obtain at the following web site http://www.herbert-armstrong.
org/indexUSBIP.html Long time members of God’s Church should know
the applicable Scriptures where Israel’s captivity is prophesied and those
which speak of its return from captivity. One of the main ones is Eze. 5 but
there are many others.

I will not go over all of it again as all the reader has to do is read Mr. Arm-
strong’s book.

As is always the case, God leaves you completely free to choose what you
will do.

We are now ready to go into the Scriptures and see if they do support
what has been said so far.

So, let’s get to it.
The Restoration of Israel

God in the end time will restore Israel to the Promised Land and will make
the New Covenant with those who after Christ’s 3 1/2-year ministry will
commit themselves to obeying Him until the end of their natural lives.
In the following verses of Jeremiah we read prophecies of Israel’s resto-
ration.

Jer. 33:7 And | will cause the captivity of Judah and the captivity
of Israel to return, and will build them, as at the first.

Israel is to return to its former glory and as we shall see, it will be given
even more; remember that in the days of Solomon Israel was so rich that
other countries (the queen of Sheba among others) would come to Israel
to see just how rich it was. Israel is to be restored as “at the first”, as in the
days when it was the richest nation in the world.

8 And | will cleanse them from all their iniquity, whereby they
have sinned against me; and | will pardon all their iniquities,
whereby they have sinned, and whereby they have transgressed
against me.

Israel returned from captivity will go through a conversion process where
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their sins will be forgiven by applying Christ’s sacrifice to them but only
after their re-education and commitment to obey God. In other words,
Israel will be called upon its return from captivity (during the 3 1/2-year
period of confirmation of the New Covenant (Dan 9:27)) and those who
choose to submit themselves to God will become part of God’s church and
will constitute God’s holy nation and kingdom of priests or God’s Church
in embryo along with others that will be called and chosen during the Mil-
lennium and the Last Great Day.

This is also what Paul was talking about in Rom 11:26-27

26 And so all [those that choose to convert; they are the only
ones who are saved unless they do not endure in the faith] Isra-
el [all those that convert ARE spiritual Israel] shall be saved: as
it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, [Christ;
during the 3 1/2 year confirmation of the covenant] and shall
turn away ungodliness from Jacob: [to whom God had given the
name “Israel.”]

27 For this is my covenant [that He would turn away ungodli-
ness from Jacob or Israel; it would be through the making of the
New Covenant] unto them, when | shall take away their sins. [at
the making of the New Covenant with those of Israel returned
from captivity that convert; their sins are then forgiven.]

Now, going back to Jer. 33 and verse 9 we read that:

9 And it [Israel during the Millennium and the Last Great Day]
shall be to me a name of joy, a praise and an honour before all
the nations of the earth, which shall hear all the good that | do
unto them: and they [all the nations] shall fear and tremble for
all the goodness and for all the prosperity that | procure unto it.

End-time Israel returned from captivity will be greatly blessed by God in a
material way; it will become a rich and powerful country and the nations
will stand in awe of Israel; they will all see it and marvel.

Spiritual Israel and Physical Israel

Is 62:1 For Zion’s sake will | not hold my peace, and for Jerusa-
lem’s sake | will not rest, until the righteousness thereof [of the
converted part of Israel or spiritual Israel which will have God’s
righteousness in the converted] go forth as brightness, and the
salvation thereof as a lamp that burneth.
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There will come a time when God'’s righteousness which is in the members
of Israel who have become converted will be made available to the na-
tions by God the Father calling all men during the Millennium and the Last
Great Day. Although part of Israel will be converted and become God’s
nation or church, it will be by the holy spirit God the Father that God’s
righteousness will go forth to the nations.

God’s Church (the truly converted living unknown among the unconverted
nations of the world and who do not organize into large corporate groups
visible to the world) does not proselytize i.e., it is not making itself public
and promoting itself to the unconverted world as being God’s one, true
Church to which all must belong to be saved. It does not send missionar-
ies into the world to teach God’s truth to it. It is the holy spirit God the
Father who draws men to Him (John 6:37;44) and gives them sufficient
spiritual truth to bring them to the crossroads where they have to make
the decision to forsake their old ways and submit to God or to go back into
the world.

Joh 6:37 All that the Father giveth me [Christ, the holy spirit
God the Word and Spokesman who was made flesh] shall come
to me; and him that cometh to me | will in no wise cast out.

Joh 6:44 No man can come to me, except the Father which hath
sent me draw him: and | will raise him up at the last day.

God’s Church is being built by God through a process that does not in-
volve men doing the work. The work of building God’s Church is done by
the holy spirit God the Father who calls men and then by the holy spirit
God the Word and Spokesman who teaches all things to God the Father’s
chosen ones.

Zec 4:6 Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is
the word of the LORD unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might,
nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts.

1Co 3:9 For we are labourers together with God: ye are God'’s
husbandry, ye are God’s building. [It is God doing the building;
not men.]

Eph 2:10 For we are his [God’s] workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that
we should walk in them.
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God’s Church is a spiritual organism not a brick-and-mortar building that
during the Millennium will become highly visible to the world and to which
the nations of the world will go to in great numbers. God’s Churchis not a
place, a location, or a building the unconverted of the world go to in order
to become converted. People are called by the holy spirit God the Father
and not by means of a large, luxurious, internationally known building in a
specific geographical region of the world in which resides the high priests
of God that the nations during the Millennium would somehow come to
consider as being God’s Church.

God’s Church is not a building in a given city (Jerusalem) or a nation (Isra-
el). Itis not a visible, physical thing that can be found in a given geographic
region.

Spiritual Israel

Now let’s get back to God’s description of Israel following its return from
its end-time captivity when God resettles them in the originally Promised
Land. In these verses God is talking about that part of Israel that will have
entered the New Covenant; not all of Israel will.

Isa 62:2 And the Gentiles shall see thy righteousness, and all
kings [of the Gentile nations] thy [Israel’s] glory: and thou shalt
be called by a new name, [Hephzibah, (see Isa 62:4 below)]
which the mouth of the LORD shall name.

3 Thou shalt also be a crown of glory in the hand of the LORD,
and a royal diadem in the hand of thy God. [the converted part
of Israel will be God’s holy nation of kings and priests in embryo
which here God calls a crown of glory and a royal diadem.]

4 Thou shalt no more be termed Forsaken; neither shall thy
land any more be termed Desolate: but thou shalt be called
Hephzibah, [My delight is in her] and thy land Beulah [have
dominion over, be husband, marry]: for the LORD delighteth in
thee, and thy land shall be married.

At this point in time, Christ is married to God’s first resurrection saints
who in God’s plan are the Bride of Christ; and Christ here is saying that
He will love, protect and provide for the land of Israel as a husband does
for a wife; the land will be married NOT the inhabitants of Israel; Christ is
already married.

5 For as a young man marrieth a virgin, so shall thy sons marry
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thee: and as the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, so shall
thy God rejoice over thee. [God will be highly pleased with Israel
as His holy nation of kings and priests as a bridegroom rejoices
over His bride.]

6 | have set watchmen upon thy walls, O Jerusalem, which shall
never hold their peace day nor night: [God is the watchman that
never sleeps set over the physical, unconverted nation of Israel
that will exist during the Millennium; He ensures their protec-
tion] ye that make mention of the LORD, keep not silence,

7 And give him no rest, till he establish, and till he make Jeru-
salem a praise in the earth. [This will and can only occur in the
New Jerusalem which comes down from heaven to the new
earth. Most of mankind will remain unconverted.]

8 The LORD hath sworn by his right hand, and by the arm of his
strength, Surely | will no more give thy corn to be meat for thine
enemies; and the sons of the stranger shall not drink thy wine,
for the which thou hast laboured: [Israel will not again go into
captivity or be conquered by other nations.]

9 But they that have gathered it shall eat it, [the corn] and
praise the LORD; and they that have brought it together [the
wine] shall drink it in the courts of my holiness.

10 Go through, go through the gates; prepare ye the way of the
people; cast up, cast up the highway; gather out the stones; lift
up a standard for the people.

11 Behold, the LORD hath proclaimed unto the end of the
world, Say ye to the daughter of Zion, [NT end-time Israel to be
offered conversion for the first time.] Behold, thy salvation com-
eth; behold, his reward is with him, and his work before him.
[Christ will confirm the covenant with Israel for 3 1/2 years.]

12 And they [the world] shall call them, The holy people, [Israel
during the Millennium, those of physical Israel that convert will
be God’s Holy people; a converted nation in whom dwells God
the Father and the Word.] The redeemed of the LORD: [From
their end-time captivity; God again becomes their protector and
provider no longer being wrathful against physical, unconverted,
Israel (be sure to look up Rev 5:9 where end-time Israel’s re-
demption is mentioned)] and thou shalt be called, Sought out, A
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city not forsaken. [Many nations shall flow to it; the nations will
be greatly impressed by its wealth and great prosperity
(See 1Ki 10: 1-13 below].

The unconverted nation of Israel will become the most powerful and rich-
est nation in the world as a result of God keeping His promise to prosper
them as at the first i.e., as in the days of Solomon. You will recall that
Salomon was so rich that the leaders of other nations came to visit him
to see how true it was that he was so rich. They were not looking for sal-
vation then nor will the unconverted nations coming to Jerusalem during
the Millennium.

1Ki 10:1 And when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of
Solomon concerning the name of the LORD, she came to prove
him with hard questions.

1Ki 10:2 And she came to Jerusalem with a very great train,
with camels that bare spices, and very much gold, and precious
stones: and when she was come to Solomon, she communed
with him of all that was in her heart.

1Ki 10:3 And Solomon told her all her questions: there was not
any thing hid from the king, which he told her not.

1Ki 10:4 And when the queen of Sheba had seen all Solomon’s
wisdom, and the house that he had built,

1Ki 10:5 And the meat of his table, and the sitting of his ser-
vants, and the attendance of his ministers, and their apparel,
and his cupbearers, and his ascent by which he went up unto
the house of the LORD; there was no more spirit in her.

1Ki 10:6 And she said to the king, It was a true report that |
heard in mine own land of thy acts and of thy wisdom.

1Ki 10:7 Howbeit | believed not the words, until | came, and
mine eyes had seen it: and, behold, the half was not told me:
thy wisdom and prosperity exceedeth the fame which | heard.

1Ki 10:8 Happy are thy men, happy are these thy servants,
which stand continually before thee, and that hear thy wisdom.

1Ki 10:9 Blessed be the LORD thy God, which delighted in thee,
to set thee on the throne of Israel: because the LORD loved
Israel for ever, therefore made he thee king, to do judgment and
justice.
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1Ki 10:10 And she gave the king an hundred and twenty talents
of gold, and of spices very great store, and precious stones:
there came no more such abundance of spices as these which
the queen of Sheba gave to king Solomon.

1Ki 10:11 And the navy also of Hiram, that brought gold from
Ophir, brought in from Ophir great plenty of almug trees, and
precious stones.

1Ki 10:12 And the king made of the almug trees pillars for the
house of the LORD, and for the king’s house, harps also and
psalteries for singers: there came no such almug trees, nor were
seen unto this day.

1Ki 10:13 And king Solomon gave unto the queen of Sheba all
her desire, whatsoever she asked, beside that which Solomon
gave her of his royal bounty. So she turned and went to her own
country, she and her servants.

The Mountain of the LORD

This has already been mentioned in this study and here | would like to add
more information about the “mountain of the Lord” and “people flowing
toit.”

The mountain of the Lord, physically speaking, is God’s flesh-and-blood
nation of Israel and spiritually speaking, it is the New Jerusalem. We have
the earthly Zion, physical Israel and the heavenly Zion, God’s Kingdom
presently composed of God and the Word.

God'’s Spiritual Mountain

Micah 4:1 But in the last days it shall come to pass, that the
mountain of the house of the LORD shall be established in the
top of the mountains, and it shall be exalted above the hills; and
people shall flow unto it.

In the last days of God’s plan of salvation for mankind a great event will oc-
cur, the New Jerusalem will come down from heaven which is the moun-
tain of the Lord.

Rev 3:12 Him that overcometh will | make a pillar in the temple
of my God, and he shall go no more out: and | will write upon
him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God,
which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven
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from my God: and | will write upon him my new name.

Rev 21:2 And | John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming
down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for
her husband.

Rev 21:3 And | heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Be-
hold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with
them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be
with them, and be their God.

At the time when the New Jerusalem comes down from heaven, there
are no flesh-and-blood human beings left alive on the earth. The New
Jerusalem arrives after the Great White Throne Judgment and the Lake of
Fire which consumes the wicked and the current heaven and earth which
are replaced by new ones. The men mentioned here are God’s saints who
have become glorified spirit beings.

Rev 21:1 And | saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first
heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no
more sea.

This is said by John just before he sees the New Jerusalem coming down
out of heaven. If you read Rev 21:1-3 in sequence this will become readily
apparent.

God’s Physical/Material Mountain

During the Millennium there will exist an unconverted nation of Israel (not
all Israelites will enter the New Covenant, most will not (Matt 22:14) and
of those who enter the New Covenant, there will be many that will fall
away (Matt 7:13-14). Initially, the converted nation of Israel or spiritual
Israel (God’s Church) will live among the unconverted of the physical
nation of Israel. However, as the holy spirit God the Father calls all men
during the Millennium there will come to exist converts who will be by
themselves or in small groups all over the world.

And, as it has been for all called and chosen ones since the Day of Pen-
tecost, there will be no need for them to travel to any specific physical
location (town, city, country) to be part of God’s church. God’s Church is a
spiritual organism and conversion occurs in the mind of those called and
chosen. It is not a place that one has to go to.

The nations will all be called but those individuals who become converted
will not travel to the mountain of the Lord, the spiritual one, in any physi-
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cal sense. God’s called out and chosen ones do not today flow to any given
physical location on earth and the Scriptures are clear there is no need for
them to do so.

Joh17:15 | pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the
world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil.

1Co 7:20 Let every man abide in the same calling wherein he
was called.

1Co 7:21 Art thou called being a servant? care not for it: but if
thou mayest be made free, use it rather.

1Co 5:9 | wrote unto you in an epistle not to company with
fornicators: [those that are in the Church when they are discov-
ered]

1Co 5:10 Yet not altogether with the fornicators of this world,
or with the covetous, or extortioners, or with idolaters; for then
must ye needs go out of the world. [If they were to avoid all for-
nicators, extortioners and idolaters, they would have to isolate
themselves from the world or have to go out of the world.]

Upon becoming converted, there is no need to go anywhere, change so-
cial status (if called as a servant remain a servant unless you can become
free, if so, do it). Converts are not to be friends with those converts who
are openly sinning (the example given is fornicators, extortioners or idol-
aters). Converts are to remain in the world and live side-by-side with the
unconverted. They are not to isolate themselves in gated communities
and live apart from the world.

And then we read the following in Micah 4:2.

2 And many nations shall come, and say, Come, and let us go
up to the mountain of the LORD, and to the house of the God
of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in
his paths: for the law shall go forth of Zion, and the word of the
LORD from Jerusalem.

The word of the Lord did not go out from Jerusalem in the days of the
apostles. God the Father calls men wherever they may be in the world
and He calls them by placing His spirit with them. The nations of the world
did not have to go to Jerusalem. During the Millennium, the nations will
all be called but it is the few that will be converted and their conversion
will not have occurred by their going to Jerusalem. It will have been by
the combined work of the holy spirit God the Father and the holy spirit
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God the Word and Spokesman working in their minds as it was for us. We
didn’t have to go anywhere to be called and neither will they during the
Millennium. Conversion is not a matter of going to a certain location on
the earth (Jerusalem) nor to a certain building where we find a certain
group of people who constitute God’s Headquarters Church.

So who are the people that will flow to the mountain of the Lord (the spir-
itual one) (Micah 4:1)? They are the ones who will have been called and
chosen and who become part of God’s Church. God’s Church is holy and
it is God'’s spiritual nation. A nation is @ mountain in Bible language and
those called and chosen are going, spiritually speaking, to the mountain
of the Lord, the spiritual Zion which is God’s Kingdom. God’s church is not
a specific physical organization existing in a given country or city that the
unconverted have to go to to get converted.

Conversion not Found in a
Physical Location or Organization

People in the first century of God’s Church until our days did not become
converted because of the existence of a specific organization located in a
specific city of the world. Conversion occurs on an individual basis by the
work of the holy spirit God the Father and the holy spirit God the Word
and Spokesman wherever a person may be located on the planet, and
their one and only sure source of spiritual information is God’s holy Bible;
not an organization of men located in a specific city in a specific nation
even if these men are truly converted Christians.

God speaks to His called-out ones by His Son; not as a spirit being appear-
ing to mankind but through the Holy Bible which is Christ in writing. Christ
is the Word and God the Father’s spokesman to mankind (Heb 1:1-2).

Heb 1:1 God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake
in time past unto the fathers by the prophets,

Heb 1:2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son,
whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he
made the worlds;

There is no reason to believe that during the Millennium and the Last
Great Day God will proceed differently in administering His plan of sal-
vation as God does not change (Heb 13:8). And, it would not be just for
God to have different standards and means for those being called before
the Millennium and for those called during the Millennium and the Last
Great Day.

Heb 13:8 Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for
ever.
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The Nations Rebuked

How will God judge among many people and rebuke strong nations afar
off?

Mic 4:3 And he [the LORD, God] shall judge among many peo-
ple, and rebuke strong nations afar off; and they shall beat their
swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks:
nation shall not lift up a sword against nation, neither shall they
learn war any more.

God will compel representatives of the unconverted nations to attend the
feast of Tabernacles.

Zec 14:16 And it shall come to pass, that every one that is left
of all the nations which came against Jerusalem shall even go up
from year to year to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and to
keep the feast of tabernacles.

They will not be attending the feast because it is something they want to
do, they will have to be compelled to observe the Old Testament Feast of
Tabernacles which was instituted for the unconverted physical nation of
Israel which could not understand the spiritual truth of God.

They worshiped God through physical ordinances and symbolic ceremo-
nies which do not teach them anything about the spiritual truth of God.
This requires the in-dwelling presence of the holy spirit God the Word and
Spokesman.

1Co 2:14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the
Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he
know them, because they are spiritually discerned.

For the unconverted physical nations of the world, as for ancient Israel, it
will not be a time of God teaching them spiritual truth through this par-
ticular feast. The Feast of Tabernacles was a yearly reminder to Israel of
the punishment that came upon it for having refused to enter the Prom-
ised Land. God’s New Testament spiritual nation of Israel, composed of
faithfuls from all over the world, keeps the Feast of Ingathering. For more
information on this topic please see the following study: Old and New
Testament Feast Celebration Differences.

During the Millennium, the nations of the world will to a very large
extent remain unconverted as they are today (Mat 22:14; 7:13-14). How-
ever, there will be some among all those called and chosen by the holy
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spirit God the Father that will remain true and faithful. They will constitute
the little flock of God’s Church that will exist among the unconverted na-
tions of the world during the Millennium as they do today.

Representatives of the unconverted nations of the world, every year, will
be forced to go to Jerusalem.

Zec 14:18 And if the family of Egypt go not up, and come not,
that have no rain; there shall be the plague, wherewith the
LORD will smite the heathen that come not up to keep the feast
of tabernacles.

Zec 14:19 This shall be the punishment of Egypt, and the
punishment of all nations that come not up to keep the feast of
tabernacles.

In doing so, they will walk through the valley of Hamongog which will be a
yearly reminder to them of the fate of the nations of Gog and Magog that
came up against Jerusalem some time after the beginning of the Millen-
nium. They were miraculously and completely destroyed. This is how God
rebukes the nations during the Millennium. And this is why, the nations
will lose interest in war and turn their attention to peaceful pursuits. The
constant fear of sudden and utter destruction is the reason why there will
be peace during the Millennium not because everyone but a few hard-
headed individuals are fully converted and zealously obeying God.

The nations will not know that it was God who destroyed the invading
hordes of Gog and Magog, they will think it is by some kind of secret
weapon of great power that Israel has and they will cease to plan war
against Israel and other nations fearing sudden destruction. They will have
also seen the destruction of the Russian and Chinese armies that were
marching toward Jerusalem to attack what they thought was the arrival
of a space alien when in reality it was Christ coming back to Israel (Arma-
geddon). Because of these 2 events, the nations of the world will greatly
fear Israel.

Do we have any indication that for the greatest part, the nations of the
world will not become or stay converted?

The Post-Millennial Gog and Magog

We read in Rev 20:7-9 that shortly after the Millennium ends, Israel will
be attacked by spiritual Gog and Magog. They are called spiritual Gog and
Magog as they are the unconverted of the nations that will attempt to
destroy Jerusalem and Israel shortly after the end of the Millennium just
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like the physical nations of Gog and Magog at the beginning of the Mil-
lennium.

Rev 20:7 And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall
be loosed out of his prison,

Rev 20:8 And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in
the four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them
together to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of the
sea.

Rev 20:9 And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and
compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city:
and fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured
them.

The state of the unconverted physical nation of Israel during the Millenni-
um will be as described in Eze 38: 11-12.

38:11 And thou shalt say, | will go up to the land of unwalled
villages; | will go to them that are at rest, that dwell safely, all of
them dwelling without walls, and having neither bars nor gates,

Eze 38:12 To take a spoil, and to take a prey; to turn thine hand
upon the desolate places that are now inhabited, and upon the
people that are gathered out of the nations, which have gotten
cattle and goods, that dwell in the midst of the land.

Israel is without any visible means of defense; it is dwelling without walls,
bars, or gates. They are a people gathered out or from among the nations
(Christ gathered them) and they are prospering with cattle and goods as
in the days of Solomon.

Jer 33:7 And | will cause the captivity of Judah and the captivity
of Israel to return, and will build them, as at the first.

Ez 36: 6-15 and the whole chapter of Isa 60 allows us to see just how Israel
will greatly prosper after their return to the Promised Land. We will be
going through them later on in this study. Israel will be a rich and unde-
fended country and at the end of the Millennium it will be attacked by a
great, uncountable multitude that will rise up from the four quarters of
the world. Their number will be as the sand of the sea.

Rev 20:7 And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall
be loosed out of his prison,
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Rev 20:8 And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in
the four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them
together to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of the
sea.

This is spiritual Gog and Magog. The original physical nations of Gog and
Magog were destroyed at the beginning of the Millennium. (Eze 38:22)
After the end of the Millennium, this great number of individuals from
all over the world are unconverted and being unconverted, Satan can de-
ceive them.

Rev 20:9 And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and
compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city:
and fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured
them.

Rev 20:10 And the devil that deceived them was cast into the
lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false proph-
et are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever.

If during the Millennium all but a few stubborn individuals were convert-
ed, where does this great multitude of unconverted individuals come from
who are on the march to destroy Israel and Jerusalem. If they were con-
verted individuals, they would not be seeking to destroy Israel and Jerusa-
lem, and God would not destroy them.

Where do they come from?

They are from all over the world (the four corners of the world) and are
unconverted as they are deceived by Satan; the truly converted cannot be
deceived.

Mat 24:24 For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets,
and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it
were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.

This is a glaring proof that during the Millennium there will be no mass
conversion of the nations. It cannot be that at the end of the Millenni-
um just about everyone is converted and shortly after the end of the
Millennium there is a great multitude as the sand of the sea of unconvert-
ed from all over the world converging on Israel and Jerusalem to destroy
it.

Now, let’s continue with our review of Micah 4.

4 But they [in Israel] shall sit every man under his vine and un-
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der his fig tree; and none shall make them afraid: for the mouth
of the LORD of hosts hath spoken it.

5 For all people will walk every one in the name of his god,
[not all will become converted; they will walk in the name of
their god not Israel’s God] and we [those of Israel that become
part of spiritual Israel through conversion] will walk in the name
of the LORD our God for ever and ever.

[Very clearly stated here is that the majority of individuals will walk in
the name of their god, but Israel (those of Israel that are converted) will
walk in the name of the Lord.]

6 In that day, saith the LORD, will | assemble her that halteth,
[lame or limping] and | will gather her that is driven out, and
her that | have afflicted; [this is the gathering of Israel from the
nations where they had been scattered]

7 And | will make her that halted a remnant, [God said He
would not make a full end of Israel and that a remnant would be
kept] and her that was cast far off [end-time Israel; the daughter
of Zion] a strong nation: [NT Israel after its return from captiv-
ity and conversion will become a strong nation] and the LORD
shall reign over them in mount Zion from henceforth, even for
ever. [those of Israel who entered the New Covenant will then
constitute a spirit-begotten nation and of those that remain
spirit-begotten God will rule over forever i.e., as human beings
and as glorified spirit beings upon their resurrection.]

8 And thou, O tower of the flock, the strong hold of the daugh-
ter of Zion, [end time Israel is the daughter of Zion] unto thee
shall it come, even the first dominion; [OT Israel for a time dom-
inated the nations; it will again dominate over the nations and it
will become very rich as it was before] the kingdom shall come
to the daughter of Jerusalem.

End-time Israel following its return from captivity becomes the indepen-
dent, stand-alone nation that it was in OT times; the kingdom will have
been restored to Israel i.e., it is once again an independent, self-governing
nation. This is the answer to the question posed by the apostle to Christ as
to when He would restore the kingdom to Israel; see Act 1:6 below.

Act 1:6 When they therefore were come together, they asked
of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the
kingdom to Israel?
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Continuing with Micah 4.

9 Now why dost thou cry out aloud? is there no king in thee? is
thy counsellor perished? for pangs have taken thee as a woman
in travail.

10 Be in pain, and labour to bring forth, O daughter of Zion,
[NT end-time Israel in their captivity] like a woman in travail:
for now shalt thou go forth out of the city, and thou shalt dwell
in the field, and thou shalt go even to Babylon; [will go into
captivity a 2" time in the end time] there shalt thou be deliv-
ered; there the LORD shall redeem thee from the hand of thine
enemies.

11 Now also many nations are gathered against thee, that say,
Let her be defiled, and let our eye look upon Zion.

12 But they know not the thoughts of the LORD, neither under-
stand they his counsel: for he shall gather them [the nations] as
the sheaves into the floor. [the sheaves are to be threshed; they
are broken by beating them to separate the wheat from the
chaff]

13 Arise and thresh, O daughter of Zion:[end-time Israel] for |
will make thine horn [Kingdom] iron, and | will make thy hoofs
brass: and thou shalt [through me as your protector] beat in
pieces [thresh] many people: and | will consecrate their gain
unto the LORD, and their substance unto the Lord of the whole
earth.

The spoils from these nations will go to Israel, God’s nation during the
Millennium and this occurs at the beginning of the Millennium at the time
when Israel is brought back to the Promised Land and the nations who
held them captive are spoiled.

Redeemed Physical Israel to Become a Wealthy Nation

During the Great Tribulation, the end-time nations constituting Israel will
have been militarily conquered and scattered into slavery among the Gen-
tile nations. The remnant that is to return from captivity will be but a tenth
of the population of Israel at the time of its defeat.

Isa 6:8 Also | heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall |
send, and who will go for us? Then said |, Here am I; send me.

Isa 6:9 And he said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed,
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but understand not; and see ye indeed, but perceive not.

Isa 6:10 Make the heart of this people [Israel] fat, and make
their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their
eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart,
and convert, and be healed. [God will not call Israel and the un-
converted nations of the world until after the Great Tribulation
(Isa 6:11) i.e., during the Millennium and the Last Great Day.]

Isa 6:11 Then said I, Lord, how long? And he answered, Until
the cities be wasted without inhabitant, and the houses without
man, and the land be utterly desolate,

Isa 6:12 And the LORD have removed men far away, and there
be a great forsaking in the midst of the land.

Isa 6:13 But yet in it shall be a tenth, and it shall return, and
shall be eaten: as a teil tree, and as an oak, whose substance
is in them, when they cast their leaves: [like the trees in the
Fall who lose their leaves and appear to be dead when in fact
all of its substance remains in it] so the holy seed shall be the
substance thereof.

But though reduced to a tenth of its former self, Israel is to become the
greatest nation on earth during the Millennium and the Last Great Day.

Eze 36:8 But ye, O mountains [here talking about the land not
the people] of Israel, ye shall shoot forth your branches, and
yield your fruit to my people of Israel; for they are at hand to
come. [they are about to arrive]

Eze 36:9 For, behold, | am for you, and | will turn unto you, and
ye [the mountains, land of Israel] shall be tilled and sown:

Eze 36:10 And | will multiply men upon you, all the house of
Israel, even all of it: and the cities shall be inhabited, and the
wastes shall be builded: [in the Promised Land to which end-
time Israel returns from its captivity]

Eze 36:11 And | will multiply upon you man and beast; and
they shall increase and bring fruit: and | will settle you after your
old estates, and will do better unto you than at your begin-
nings: [Israel to be even more prosperous and wealthy than in
the days of Solomon] and ye shall know that | am the LORD.
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Eze 36:12 Yea, | will cause men to walk upon you, even my peo-
ple Israel; and they shall possess thee, and thou shalt be their
inheritance, and thou shalt no more henceforth bereave them
of men.

The Fall and Restoration of End Time Israel

In the following verses of Ezekiel 36 we find a good summary of the
astounding fall of modern-day Israel which is the greatest single nation
the world has ever known to that time; its reduction to a shadow of itself
(10% return from captivity); and its restoration as the world’s superpower
with even more wealth than Israel under king Solomon.

Ez 36:1 Also, thou son of man, prophesy unto the mountains
[this is spoken to end-time nations (mountains) constituting
Israel] of Israel, and say, Ye mountains of Israel, hear the word of
the LORD:

Ancient Israel had gone into captivity and ceased to be a separate and dis-
tinct nation when this was spoken by God through Ezekiel who was among
the captives by the river Chebar. The words of this prophecy are therefore
about a nation of Israel that will exist at a time much in the future from the
time Ezekiel wrote the prophecy. These are the end-time nations consti-
tuting prophetic Israel (USA, Great Britain and the northwest democracies
of Europe).

2 Thus saith the Lord GOD; Because the enemy hath said
against you, Aha, even the ancient high places [places of
religious worship] are ours in possession: [your God is not so
strong that He could prevent us from taking over your places of
worship]

3 Therefore prophesy and say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Be-
cause they have made you desolate, and swallowed you up on
every side, that ye might be a possession unto the residue of
the heathen, and ye are taken up in the lips of talkers, and are
an infamy of the people: [the fall of the end time nations consti-
tuting Israel will be the talk of the world.]

4 Therefore, ye mountains of Israel, hear the word of the Lord
GOD; Thus saith the Lord GOD to the mountains, and to the
hills, to the rivers, and to the valleys, to the desolate wastes,
and to the cities that are forsaken, which became a prey and
derision to the residue of the heathen that are round about;
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“Residue of the heathen” is an expression used throughout this chapter.
Verse 36 hereunder says: “Then the heathen that are left round about
you.... “The residue of the heathen is therefore talking about the Gentile
nations that will be left (after the massive and widespread destruction
that occurred during the Day of the Lord) after Christ’s 2" Coming when
Christ will bring the end-time nations constituting Israel back from its cap-
tivity among the Gentile nations.

5 Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Surely in the fire of my
jealousy have | spoken against the residue of the heathen, and
against all Idumea, which have appointed my land into their
possession with the joy of all their heart, with despiteful minds,
to cast it out for a prey.

6 Prophesy therefore concerning the land of Israel, and say
unto the mountains, and to the hills, to the rivers, and to the
valleys, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, | have spoken [pun-
ished you] in my jealousy [l did not want you to be committing
adultery with the heathen] and in my fury, [great anger for
your adultery] because ye have borne the shame of the hea-
then: [Had taken their ways and were living like them.]

7 Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; | have lifted up mine
hand, Surely the heathen that are about you, they shall bear
their shame. [They will be punished for their doings i.e., for hav-
ing taken end-time Israel captive and made its cities desolate;
laying them waste.]

8 But ye, O mountains [talking about the land itself not its
people]of Israel, ye shall shoot forth your branches, and yield
your fruit to my people of Israel; for they are at hand to come.
[The land of Palestine to become fertile and filled with edible
fruits and grains before the arrival of Israel returning from its
end-time captivity.]

9 For, behold, | am for you, and | will turn unto you, and ye [the
land, the fields] shall be tilled and sown:

10 And | will multiply men upon you, all the house of Israel,
even all of it: and the cities shall be inhabited, and the wastes
shall be builded:

This is talking about the Promised Land in Palestine that is to be rebuilt
after the destruction that came upon it during the events of the Day of the
Lord; it is not talking about the land occupied by Ephraim and Manasseh
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in the end time before their captivity i.e., the USA, Canada, Australia, etc.

11 And | will multiply upon you man and beast; and they shall
increase and bring fruit: and | will settle you after your old
estates, and will do better unto you than at your beginnings:
[Israel returned from captivity will be resettled in the Promised
Land and will be more greatly blessed than ancient Israel in the
days of the height of its power and wealth under Solomon] and
ye shall know that | am the LORD.

12 Yea, | will cause [God will do it] men to walk upon you,

even my people Israel; and they shall possess thee, [the land

of Israel will be theirs and no other nations will have it] and
thou shalt [the mountains or lands of Israel which God will
have made very fertile] be their inheritance, and thou [Gentile
nations that came up against end-time Israel and decimated the
population] shalt no more henceforth bereave them [Israel] of
men.

Israel will be the most powerful nation and the nations will fear it; they
will not dare go to war against it.

13 Thus saith the Lord GOD; Because they [the Gentiles who
had taken them captive] say unto you, Thou land devourest up
men, and hast bereaved [(to deprive ruthlessly or by force);
end-time Israel was bereft of men by the Gentiles when it was
conquered] thy nations;

14 Therefore thou [Israel] shalt devour men no more, neither
bereave thy nations any more, saith the Lord GOD.

The land of Israel shall no longer be a prey to the Gentile nations who
attacked them and slaughtered them in large numbers; this is the way the
land of Israel devoured men. God says Israel will no longer be attacked by
the Gentiles and suffer huge loss of lives and material destruction.

15 Neither will I cause men to hear in thee the shame of the
heathen any more, [will no longer have anyone involved in hea-
then practices in Israel (the converted part)] neither shalt thou
[Israel] bear the reproach [punishment] of the people any more,
neither shalt thou [Israel] use thy nations to fall any more, saith
the Lord GOD.

16 Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,
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17 Son of man, when the house of Israel dwelt in their own
land, they defiled it by their own way [were not following God’s
way] and by their doings: their way was before me as the un-
cleanness of a removed woman. [a divorced women could not
attend the religious ceremonies of ancient Israel; she was said
to be “unclean” not physically but for ceremonial purposes.]

18 Wherefore | poured my fury upon them [ancient Israel] for
the blood that they had shed upon the land, and for their idols
wherewith they had polluted it:

19 And | scattered them among the heathen, [happened
anciently and also occurs in the end time] and they were
dispersed through the countries: according to their way and
according to their doings | judged them. [punished them]

20 And when they entered unto the heathen, whither they
went, they profaned my holy name, when they said to them,
These are the people of the LORD, and are gone forth out of his
land. [they kept on with their pagan practices while

calling themselves God’s people; that is how they profaned
God’s holy name.]

21 But | had pity [God felt sorry for Israel and decided to help
them] for mine holy name, [because of the promises He had
made to Israel and which had to be fulfilled] which the house of
Israel had profaned among the heathen, whither they went.

22 Therefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord
GOD; | do not this for your sakes, O house of Israel, but for
mine holy name’s sake, [that the prophecies made about you
should be accomplished] which ye have profaned among the
heathen, whither ye went.

An important point to note here is that God will greatly bless Israel on its
return from its end time captivity not because it has finally seen the error
of its ways where all are filled with zeal to obey Him. God will prosper Is-
rael, protect it and elevate it over the nations because of His Holy name’s
sake; as proof of His power to fulfill the prophecies written about the res-
toration of Israel.

Ephraim and Manasseh became world dominating powers because of the
promises made to Abraham, not because of their obedience to God as we
who are living in the days of Manasseh’s superpower status should know.
The land is full of the sins of Sodom and Gomorrah.
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Physical Israel, the non-converted part of Israel, will be greatly blessed
because it was prophesied that it would be not because it is a converted
nation. Spiritual Israel or the converted part of Israel will exist at the same
time and will occupy the same land and will be blessed because of proph-
ecy and because of its commitment to obey God or its conversion.

23 And | will sanctify my great name, which was profaned
among the heathen, which ye have profaned in the midst of
them; and the heathen shall know that | am the LORD, saith the
Lord GOD, when I shall be sanctified in you [by Israel rejecting
their former pagan rituals and going back to worshiping the true
God and the prophecies about Israel being fulfilled proving the
power of Israel’s God] before their eyes.

24 For | will take you from among the heathen, and gather you
out of all countries, and will bring you into your own land. [Israel
was scattered among the heathen after its military conquest by
the Beast power; it will be brought back to the Promised Land]

25 Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be
clean: from all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will |
cleanse you. [End-time Israel to be brought back from captivity
and go through a conversion process; NOT all will convert; how
many will convert (See Mass Conversion of the Nations during
the Millennium?.]

26 A new heart also will | give you, and a new spirit will | put
within you: and | will take away the stony heart out of your
flesh, and | will give you an heart of flesh. [To those who follow-
ing their calling choose to submit to God’s rule following Christ’s
2nd 3 1/2 year ministry to them. God through Christ will make a
New Covenant with Israel.]

27 And | will put my spirit within you, and cause [to make apt,
meet, fit to do something; enable someone to do something
NOT force them to do something] you to walk in my statutes,
and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them.

28 And ye shall dwell in the land that | gave to your fathers;
[will be resettled in the Promised Land known as Palestine in
our days] and ye shall be my people, and | will be your God. [to
all those that choose to obey God]

29 1 will also save you from all your uncleannesses: and | will
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call for the corn, and will increase it, and lay no famine upon
you. [l will not punish you with famine because of your former
uncleanness (had adopted the ways of the heathen) when you
profaned my name among the Gentiles in the days of your dis-
persal among the nations]

30 And I will multiply the fruit of the tree, and the increase
of the field, that ye shall receive no more reproach of famine
among the heathen.

31 Then shall ye remember your own evil ways, and your
doings that were not good, and shall lothe [be disgusted with
themselves]yourselves in your own sight for your iniquities and
for your abominations.

32 Not for your sakes do | this, saith the Lord GOD, be it known
unto you: be ashamed [for your past uncleannesses] and con-
founded [at seeing My not acting to punish you as you should
be punished but rather in blessing you]

[to confound is to cause surprise or confusion in (someone),
especially by acting against their expectations ] for your own
ways, O house of Israel.

Again, God makes it clear that Israel is restored to the Promise Land not
because of anything Israel has done that would merit God doing so; God
does it that the prophecies about Israel may be fulfilled.

33 Thus saith the Lord GOD; In the day [at the time when |
cleanse you; not a 24 hour time period here; will be a 3 % year
process] that | shall have cleansed you [a conversion process to
occur but not all will convert] from all your iniquities | will also
cause you [who convert and are therefore clean] to dwell in the
cities, and the wastes shall be builded.

Israel during the Millennium is God’s Church which God will use
to teach those individuals of the nations that converts; NOT all
individuals in every nation will convert. (Mass Conversion of the
Nations during the Millennium?)

God will bless all of Israel returned from captivity in accomplishment
of the prophecies of the Bible about Israel but not all of Israel will
become converted at the making of the New Covenant. Physical Isra-
el (unconverted) will live on the same territory as spiritual Israel (the
converted part of Israel) like the priesthood of Aaron lived among the
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tribes of Israel and like God’s church today lives among the unconverted.

Israel will be back in the Promised Land; the cities and the wastes that
will be rebuilt are those of the Promised Land; war also affects Jerusalem
where half of the city is taken and there is much destruction according to
Zechariah 14. The wastes that are to be rebuilt will not be the US, Canada,
etc. the lands occupied by Ephraim and Manasseh’s descendants; they
will be those of the Promised Land. Of course, the nations will also re-
build their smashed cities and be eager to restore life as they once knew it
before the catastrophes that came upon them.

34 And the desolate land shall be tilled,[after Israel is returned
to the Promised Land] whereas [before] it lay desolate in the
sight of all that passed by.

35 And they [those that pass by who once saw the land des-
olate] shall say, This land that was desolate is become like the
garden of Eden; and the waste and desolate and ruined cities
are become fenced, and are inhabited.

A new Israel comes into being which this time is both a physical and a
spiritual nation. A spiritual nation made up of all those who convert re-
gardless of their nationality and a physical nation whose members will be
from the nations constituting end-time Israel as well as from the physical
descendants of Israel.

36 Then the heathen that are left round about you [the
residue of the heathen] shall know that | the LORD build the
ruined places, and plant that that was desolate: | the LORD have
spoken it, and | will do it.

37 Thus saith the Lord GOD; | will yet for this be enquired of by
the house of Israel, to do it for them; | will increase them with
men like a flock. [The remnant of end-time Israel resettled in the
Promised Land is to become a large nation.]

38 As the holy flock, [or God’s Holy nation as Israel was to
become] as the flock of Jerusalem in her solemn feasts; so shall
the waste cities be filled with flocks of men: and they shall know
[The only persons that can know who is the Lord are those who
are converted] that | am the LORD. [Will have become convert-
ed following 3 % year ministry of Christ with them.]

The story of what happens when Israel returns from its end-time captivity
and is resettled in the Promise Land can also be found in Isaiah 60 which
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| quote below in its entirety. This chapter of Isaiah gives us more detailed
information of the state of Israel following its return from captivity which
if of great importance for us to know so as to have a more complete un-
derstanding of the Millennium and of the Last Great Day and of how God’s
master plan of salvation will be worked out during those days.

| would also urge you to read through Jeremiah 31 where more detail is
given about the restoration of Israel to the Promised Land and how it will
become rich and prosper. For the sake of brevity, | am not quoting it in this
study which is already long enough.

Is 60:1 Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the
LORD is risen upon thee.

2 For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross
darkness the people: but the LORD shall arise upon thee, and
his glory shall be seen upon thee.

3 And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the
brightness of thy rising. [The return of Israel to the Promised
Land and its miraculous growth in power and prosperity will
draw the Gentile nations to Israel to find out how Israel from
such a humble beginning as a small group of captives returning
to their land became so rich and so powerful so quickly.]

4 Lift up thine eyes round about, and see: all they gather them-
selves together, they come to thee: thy sons shall come from
far, and thy daughters shall be nursed at thy side. [Israel is told
to lift up its eyes and see its sons and daughters coming back to
the Promised Land from afar off in the countries of the Gentiles
where they had been living in captivity.]

5 Then thou shalt see, and flow together, and thine heart shall
fear, and be enlarged; because the abundance of the sea shall
be converted unto thee, the forces of the Gentiles shall come
unto thee.

This verse and others that follow are vitally important to our understand-
ing just how rich and prosperous Israel returned from its end-time captiv-
ity is to become as a nation once resettled in the Promised Land. These
verses are proof positive and make it very clear that Israel is to become
very rich; in fact, so rich that the Gentile nations will be intensely curious
to find out how this seemingly impossible thing could have happened and
they will flock in great numbers to Israel to be taught what is their secret
for having become so rich and being so prosperous.
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Israel will be an economic giant and powerhouse in the world; it will be
the world’s superpower during the Millennium.

6 The multitude of camels shall cover thee, the dromedaries
of Midian and Ephah; all they from Sheba shall come: they shall
bring gold and incense; and they shall shew forth the praises of
the LORD.

7 All the flocks of Kedar shall be gathered together unto thee,
the rams of Nebaioth shall minister unto thee: they shall come
up with acceptance on mine altar, and | will glorify the house of

my glory.

8 Who are these that fly as a cloud, and as the doves to their
windows?

9 Surely the isles shall wait for me, and the ships of Tarshish
first, to bring thy sons from far,[Israel to be brought back from
captivity] their silver and their gold with them, [and with riches
which they get from spoiling their former captors like Israel did
when it left Egyptian slavery] unto the name of the LORD thy
God, and to the Holy One of Israel, because he hath glorified
thee.

10 And the sons of strangers shall build up thy walls, and their
kings shall minister unto thee: for in my wrath | smote thee, but
in my favour have | had mercy on thee. [Israel will rule over the
nations of the world; their kings will minister unto Israel]

11 Therefore thy gates shall be open continually; they shall not
be shut day nor night; that men may bring unto thee the forces
of the Gentiles, [the goods, wealth, merchandise of the Gen-
tiles] and that their kings may be brought.

12 For the nation and kingdom that will not serve thee shall
perish; yea, those nations shall be utterly wasted.

Here we have plainly stated in a verse that needs no interpretation that Is-
rael (the unconverted nation) during the Millennium will be a superpower
that will rule over the nations of the world and the nations will submit to it
because of the miraculous destruction of Gog and Magog at the beginning
of the Millennium. God’s spiritual nation of Israel, of which the converts of
the physical nation of Israel are only a part, will not rule over the Gentile
nations of the world or take part in the governments of this world. The
nations will greatly fear Israel and will not dare do anything that would
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bring swift and complete destruction on themselves as occurred with Gog
and Magog.

13 The glory of Lebanon shall come unto thee, the fir tree, the
pine tree, and the box together, to beautify the place of my
sanctuary; and | will make the place of my feet glorious.

14 The sons also of them that afflicted thee [of those who
had taken Israel captive and used them as slaves] shall come
bending [submitting themselves to Israel] unto thee; and all
they that despised thee shall bow themselves down at the
soles of thy feet; and they shall call thee, The city of the LORD,
The Zion of the Holy One of Israel.

End-time Israel returned from captivity after its conversion will rule over
the nations of the world and this verse makes this very clear.

15 Whereas thou hast been forsaken and hated, so that no man
went through thee, | will make thee an eternal excellency, a joy
of many generations.

Israel will become a nation that the nations will flow to because of its
excellency, physical beauty and orderly society which will be a model to
other nations and it will always be that way; Israel will no longer go into
captivity.

16 Thou shalt also suck the milk of the Gentiles, and shalt suck

the breast of kings: and thou shalt know that | the LORD am thy
Saviour and thy Redeemer, the mighty One of Jacob. [Israel will
draw its sustenance from the Gentile nations; and it will be the
best of what the Gentiles have (will suck the breasts of kings).]

17 For brass | will bring gold, and for iron | will bring silver, and
for wood brass, and for stones iron: | will also make thy officers
peace, and thine exactors righteousness.

Israel to become very rich through the exchanges that they make with the
nations; in all their commercial exchanges they will come out ahead as for
brass they will get gold; for iron they will get silver and for wood, brass.

18 Violence shall no more be heard in thy land, wasting nor
destruction within thy borders; but thou shalt call thy walls
Salvation, and thy gates Praise.

There shall no more be war, violence or destruction within the border of



Salvation During the Millennium 75

Israel; they will live in peace and no nation shall threaten them or make
war with them lest they be destroyed by God who will then be their pro-
tector; Israel during the Millennium will not have any armies protecting
them.

19 The sun shall be no more thy light by day; neither for bright-
ness shall the moon give light unto thee: but the LORD shall be
unto thee an everlasting light, and thy God thy glory. [Israel’s
God will be their God and not the moon and the sun as in their
pagan days.]

20 Thy sun shall no more go down; neither shall thy moon
withdraw itself: for the LORD shall be thine everlasting light, and
the days of thy mourning shall be ended. [God will be their sun
and moon and will always be there and Israel will no longer be
in mourning as in the days of its captivity among the Gentiles.]

21 Thy people also shall be all righteous: [all those making up
spiritual Israel (that part of Israel which is converted) will have
God’s holiness imputed to it] they shall inherit the land for ever,
[the new Israel in which dwells God’s holy nation and kingdom
of priests will never lose the Promised Land] the branch of my
planting, the work of my hands, that | may be glorified. [God
brings to pass the prophecies made about Israel that He may
be glorified not because Israel had done anything to merit its
restoration as a world superpower and as His Church.]

22 A little one shall become a thousand, and a small one a
strong nation: | the LORD will hasten it in his time.

Israel is the nation where a little one, a child will become a thousand per-
sons and where a small nation will become a strong nation. Israel from its
small beginnings on its return from captivity will become a nation with a
big population; will become very rich and will dominate the nations of the
world.

It is clear that Israel, the part that undergoes conversion, once restored
to the Promised Land will be the beginning of God’s church that will exist
during the Millennium and the Last Great Day and to which converts from
all over the world will be added. But, please note, as previously explained,
they will remain where they have been converted and not travel to Jeru-
salem.

What was not as clear was the physical/material functioning of Israel
among the nations of the world. It used to be that the Levitical priesthood,



76 Salvation During the Millennium

the sons of Aaron lived off of the offerings of the people; they had no part
in the land, their part was God’s part which were the offerings the people
brought to the tent of meeting or of the congregation. They did not farm
the land or raise animals so they could dedicate themselves to teaching
and administering the law over the people.

What about end-time Israel returned from its captivity following its resto-
ration to the Promised Land and its conversion; how will they live as they
will be God’s Holy nation (they will have undergone a 3 % year process of
conversion with Christ completing His ministry with Israel) and their main
function will be to be priests or teachers. Whenever God’s Church exists
as a visible organization with pastors, elders and deacons, its function will
be to teach those converts from the nations that come into contact with
it; NOT preach the Gospel to the nations but teach those individuals from
the nations who follow their calling and get on the road to conversion.

All will be called during the Millennium but not all will choose to become
converted. Even if it is the few as Christ says, of the millions of people that
will be on the earth, it will still be a large number and spiritual Israel would
not be able to both teach and work for their sustenance as was the case in
ancient Israel if the OT pattern holds true in NT times.

Isaiah 60 is a clear indication that the unconverted nation of Israel during
the Millennium will prosper with the Gentiles supplying them with goods
and services as stated in Isaiah 60: 15-16-17. Israel is to become the
world’s superpower nation as per Isa 60:22.

Isaiah 61 makes it even clearer that Israel will not work the land or raise
animals but that this will be done by those of other nations.

Isa 61:1 The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the
LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek;
he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim
liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them
that are bound;

Isa 61:2 To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and the
day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn;

Isa 61:3 To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto
them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment
of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called
trees of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he might
be glorified.
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Isa 61:4 And they shall build the old wastes, [in the Promised
Land] they shall raise up the former desolations, and they shall
repair the waste cities, the desolations of many generations.

Isa 61:5 And strangers shall stand and feed your flocks, and the
sons of the alien shall be your plowmen and your vinedressers.

Isa 61:6 But ye shall be named the Priests of the LORD: men
shall call you the Ministers of our God: ye shall eat the riches of
the Gentiles, and in their glory shall ye boast yourselves. [Israel
is to prosper from their use of the riches of the Gentiles; the
Gentile nations will serve Israel.]

Isa 61:7 For your shame [because of the shame you endured at
the hands of the Gentiles while in captivity] ye shall have dou-
ble; and for confusion they shall rejoice in their portion: there-
fore in their land [land of Israel] they shall possess the double:
everlasting [as God’s elect on the earth and in God’s Kingdom]
joy shall be unto them.

Isa 61:8 For | the LORD love judgment, | hate robbery for burnt
offering; and I will direct their work in truth, and | will make an
everlasting covenant [the New Covenant] with them.

Isa 61:9 And their seed shall be known among the Gentiles,
and their offspring among the people: all that see them shall
acknowledge them, that they are the seed which the LORD hath
blessed. [The world will know that Israel is prospering because
of God blessing them.]

Isa 61:10 | [Israelites who will be greatly blessed by God] will
greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul shall be joyful in my God;
for he hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath
covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom
decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth her-
self with her jewels.

Isa 61:11 For as the earth bringeth forth her bud, and as the
garden causeth the things that are sown in it to spring forth; so
the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to spring forth
[from Israel] before all the nations.
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Comments on Isaiah 61

Israel will return from its end-time captivity as a relatively small group and
resettle the Promised Land. God will prosper them and they will become
very rich but without any military defenses or army; God will be their pro-
tector. The nations will see Israel’s wealth and that it has no armies and
the nations of Gog and Magog who are a military power will decide to
g0 up against Israel and to spoil it. Gog and Magog will be supernaturally
destroyed in the sight of the nations.

After their destruction, the nations of the world will be chastened and will
not be eager to again mount an attack against Israel. Israel will become
the new superpower in the world, and this is why following the destruc-
tion of Gog and Magog there will be peace during the Millennium. The
supernatural destruction of physical Gog and Magog will be the reason
why Israel will be respected among the nation and that none will dare
attack it for fear of being destroyed as Gog and Magog were destroyed.

We have to be able to understand the impact on the nations of the world
of seeing the armies of Gog and Magog being destroyed by Israel which
is a country without defenses or army. They will not know how Gog and
Magog could have been destroyed and they will greatly fear Israel which
to their mind has great power unknown to them.

The Russian and Chinese armies massed against Israel were suddenly and
mysteriously destroyed by some great unknown power at the time of
Christ’s 2nd Coming (the battle of Armageddon) then early in the Millen-
nium after Israel has become established and rich, the armies of Gog and
Magog are also suddenly destroyed by some unknown great force. The
nations will very surely take notice; there is something about Israel which
gives them such great power that no army no matter how large can over-
come it and which can in an instant destroy it.

No nation will dare mount an attack against Israel and no nation will dare
engage in warfare from fear of attracting sudden and complete destruc-
tion from Israel from that mysterious great force or power which it com-
mands.

The nations will prefer survival to risking destruction from engaging in war
against their neighboring nations.

This is why there will be peace in the world during the Millennium. In our
modern times, there has been a prolonged period of peace and prosperi-
ty since the coming to superpower status of the United States which by its
great economic and military power has assured peace in the world. Israel
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during the Millennium will play the same role but not because itself it has
great military power that the nations can see. All along it was God protect-
ing Israel and this will not be known by the nations of the world who will
think Israel has a secret super weapon.

The Destruction of Gog Early at the Beginning of the Millennium

Eze 39:1 Therefore, thou son of man, prophesy against Gog,
and say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, | am against thee, O
Gog, the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal:

Eze 39:2 And | will turn thee back, and leave but the sixth part
of thee, and will cause thee to come up from the north parts,
and will bring thee upon the mountains of Israel:

Eze 39:3 And | will smite thy bow out of thy left hand, and will
cause thine arrows to fall out of thy right hand.

Eze 39:4 Thou shalt fall upon the mountains of Israel, thou, and
all thy bands, and the people that is with thee: | will give thee
unto the ravenous birds of every sort, and to the beasts of the
field to be devoured.

Eze 39:5 Thou shalt fall upon the open field: for | have spoken
it, saith the Lord GOD.

Eze 39:6 And I will send a fire on Magog, and among them that
dwell carelessly in the isles: and they shall know that | am the
LORD.

Eze 39:7 So will | make my holy name known in the midst of
my people Israel; and | will not /et them pollute my holy name
any more: and the heathen shall know that | am the LORD, the
Holy One in Israel.

Eze 39:8 Behold, it is come, and it is done, saith the Lord GOD;
this is the day whereof | have spoken.

Eze 39:9 And they that dwell in the cities of Israel shall go forth,
and shall set on fire and burn the weapons, both the shields and
the bucklers, the bows and the arrows, and the handstaves, and
the spears, and they shall burn them with fire seven years:

Eze 39:10 So that they shall take no wood out of the field,
neither cut down any out of the forests; for they shall burn the
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weapons with fire: and they shall spoil those that spoiled them,
and rob those that robbed them, saith the Lord GOD.

Eze 39:11 And it shall come to pass in that day, that | will give
unto Gog a place there of graves in Israel, the valley of the pas-
sengers on the east of the sea: and it shall stop the noses of the
passengers: and there shall they bury Gog and all his multitude:
and they shall call it The valley of Hamongog.

Eze 39:12 And seven months shall the house of Israel be bury-
ing of them, that they may cleanse the land.

Eze 39:13 Yeaq, all the people of the land shall bury them, and it
shall be to them a renown the day that | shall be glorified, saith
the Lord GOD.

Eze 39:14 And they shall sever out men of continual employ-
ment, passing through the land to bury with the passengers
those that remain upon the face of the earth, to cleanse it:
after the end of seven months shall they search.

Eze 39:15 And the passengers that pass through the land, when
any seeth a man’s bone, then shall he set up a sign by it, till the
buriers have buried it in the valley of Hamongog.

Eze 39:16 And also the name of the city shall be Hamonah.
Thus shall they cleanse the land.

The nations each year will have to come to Jerusalem for the Feast of
Tabernacles and their representatives will see the valley of Hammongog
which are the bones of Gog which attacked Israel.

Zec 14:18 And if the family of Egypt go not up, and come not,
that have no rain; there shall be the plague, wherewith the
LORD will smite the heathen that come not up to keep the feast
of tabernacles.

This is the reason why God will force attendance by the nations to the
feast of tabernacles; it will not be to convert anyone, but it will rather
be as a reminder to the nations of what will happen to them should they
come up against Israel. They will go through the valley of Hammongog
and be reminded of how they were supernaturally destroyed. Conversion
is by the holy spirits of the God family, the holy spirit God the Father who
calls men and the holly spirit the Word who teaches all tings to God the
Father’s chosen ones; not by force; people go to the Feast because they
are converted; not to become converted.
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God’s Promise to Restore Israel

God has been angry with Israel because of its disobedience, and they were
punished by being taken captive by other nations and ultimately ceasing
to be a nation. But for Judah, made up of 3 of the tribes of Israel, Israel
has become invisible in the world since its dispersion among the nations.

However, God says He will not remain angry with Israel and that He will
restore it to the Promised Land from which it was taken and scattered
among the nations because of the promises made to Jacob.

Gen 28:12 And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on
the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven: and behold the
angels of God ascending and descending on it.

13 And, behold, the LORD stood above it, and said, | am the
LORD God of Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac: the land
whereon thou liest, to thee will | give it, and to thy seed;

14 And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou
shalt spread abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the
north, and to the south: and in thee and in thy seed shall all the
families of the earth be blessed.

The descendants of Jacob or Israel were to spread abroad (would be
dispersed among the nations in their first captivity) and their presence
among the nations would be a blessing.

15 And, behold, | am with thee, and will keep thee in all places
whither thou goest, and will bring thee again into this land; for
I will not leave thee, until | have done that which | have spoken
to thee of.

God clearly says here that Israel would not remain in the promised land (I
will bring thee again in this land) and the reason why He does it is because
of His promise to Abraham.

16 And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, Surely the
LORD is in this place; and | knew it not.

Israel is to become rich and powerful and rule over the nations of the
world in fulfillment of God’s Promise to Abraham.

Is 54: 1 Sing, O barren, thou that didst not bear; break forth
into singing, and cry aloud, thou that didst not travail with child:
for more are the children of the desolate than the children of
the married wife, saith the LORD.
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2 Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let them stretch forth the
curtains of thine habitations: spare not, lengthen thy cords, and
strengthen thy stakes;

3 For thou shalt break forth on the right hand and on the left;
and thy seed shall inherit the Gentiles, (their wealth) and make
the desolate cities [of Israel] to be inhabited.

End-time Israel returned from captivity after its conversion will dominate
the Gentile nations.

Isa 54:4 Fear not; for thou shalt not be ashamed: neither be
thou confounded; for thou shalt not be put to shame: for thou
shalt forget the shame of thy youth, [ancient Israel] and shalt
not remember the reproach of thy widowhood any more. [an-
cient Israel became widowed when Christ died on the stake.]

5 For thy Maker is thine husband; the LORD of hosts is his
name; and thy Redeemer the Holy One of Israel; The God of the
whole earth shall he be called.

6 For the LORD hath called thee as a woman forsaken and
grieved in spirit, and a wife of youth, when thou wast refused,
saith thy God.

7 For a small moment have | forsaken thee; but with great mer-
cies will | gather thee.

8 In a little wrath | hid my face from thee for a moment; but
with everlasting kindness will | have mercy on thee, saith the
LORD thy Redeemer.

9 For this is as the waters of Noah unto me: for as | have sworn
that the waters of Noah should no more go over the earth; so
have | sworn that | would not be wroth with thee, nor rebuke
thee. [God will keep His promise to Abraham and though He
was for a while angry with Israel, He now says this will never
again occur in the same way that He would never again destroy
humanity with a great flood.]

10 For the mountains shall depart, and the hills be removed,;
but my kindness shall not depart from thee, neither shall the
covenant of my peace be removed, saith the LORD that hath
mercy on thee.
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11 O thou afflicted, tossed with tempest, and not comforted,
behold, | will lay thy stones with fair colours, and lay thy founda-
tions with sapphires.

12 And | will make thy windows of agates, and thy gates of
carbuncles, and all thy borders of pleasant stones.

13 And all thy children shall be taught of the LORD; and great
shall be the peace of thy children.

14 In righteousness shalt thou be established: [God here is
talking about spiritual Israel] thou shalt be far from oppression;
for thou shalt not fear: and from terror; for it shall not come
near thee.

15 Behold, they shall surely gather together, but not by me:
whosoever shall gather together against thee shall fall for thy
sake. [God says the nations will surely gather against Israel re-
stored to the Promised Land but it will not be God’s doing as He
did in the past to punish them. And God says, whoever gathers
against Israel will not prevail.]

16 Behold, | have created the smith that bloweth the coals in
the fire, and that bringeth forth an instrument for his work; and
| have created the waster to destroy.

17 No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and
every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt
condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD, and
their righteousness is of me, saith the LORD.

This last verse of Isaiah 54 makes it clear that God will be Israel’s protector
and that this protection is because of the servants of the LORD i.e., those
who are converted and because of their righteousness which is of God i.e.,
it is Christ’s righteousness imputed to the truly converted who have com-
mitted themselves to obeying God in all things. They are God’s spiritual
nation during the Millennium i.e., His Holy nation and kingdom of priests
in embryo or His Church.
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Conclusion
The purpose of this study is an attempt to bring some clarity regarding
1. What Israel will do during the Millennium
2. Its status among the nations of the world

3. The distinction that needs to be understood between unconverted
physical Israel and spiritual Israel that will initially dwell together
in the Promised Land but over time there will be congregations of
God’s Church of different sizes all over the world

4. To explain why God restores Israel to the Promised Land

5. To clarify why there will be no wars during the Millennium except
the assault of Gog and Magog on Israel at the beginning of the Mil-
lennium; and

6. The great level of prosperity to be found in the unconverted nation
of Israel

God’s plan of salvation for mankind will not be all that different during
the Millennium and the Last Great Day than it is today, and the results will
pretty well be the same as they have been since the foundation of God’s
New Testament spirit-begotten Church.

What results will be achieved? Will all but a few be saved? Will there be
a massive conversion of the nations? Will the Millennium and the Last
Great Day be a time of heaven on earth with a planet restored to Garden
of Eden like beauty?

All these questions have been answered in this studies and others found
on this site. All that you have to do is take the time to read them attentive-
ly and with an open mind so as to understand them.

It will take time and effort and only you can make that decision.

We are rewarded according to our works; it’s all up to you as it has always
been.






